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Dr Mbares Qpposition's aim

Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Opposition will resort to any neans to split
t he Mal ays and weaken their support for Umo, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said this was why Opposition parties such as Keadil an
were using religious and raci al issues during the canpaigning for the
forthcom ng Lunas State by-el ection in Kedah.

He said this was being done despite the fact that a majority of
constituents were non-Mislims.

"For the Opposition, no matter what happens, this is acceptable as | ong
as they can split the Malays," Dr Mahathir told a Press conference after
openi ng a sem nar on |slamc Devel opnent and the Threat of Devi ant
Teachi ngs at Seri Kenbangan, near here.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, felt that the Cpposition was
not really perturbed with being spurned by non-Mislinms when playing up
religious or racial issues.

The Lunas constituency i s made up of 43.4 per cent Ml ays, 37 per cent
Chi nese and 19.1 per cent |ndians.

An Qpposition win in Lunas next Thursday woul d deny the Bari san Nasi onal
a two-thirds majority in the State Assenbly.

However, the Opposition win would still be of little consequence in the
State, unless the State Assenbly wants to anend the constitution.

Dr Mahat hir said by splitting the Mal ays, the Opposition hoped to weaken
Umo.

“I'f Umo is weakened, the Cpposition will achieve its ultimate
objective, whichis to secure the rel ease of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfrom
prison."”

The Prine M nister said because of this, the Opposition did not care
about the effects of its tactics on Islam the Mal ays and the vari ous
races.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her such Qpposition tactics woul d nanage to
persuade voters into supporting them

"There will be those who will be influenced, such as the case in the
Tel uk Kermang el ection,” Dr Mahathir said.

During the Tel uk Kemang State by-el ection on June 10, it was reported
that the Opposition used religious issues in their canpaign.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked to comment on a statenment by DAP secretary-
general Kerk KimHock that the decisionto field a Keadil an candi date
i nstead of a previously agreed DAP one was a "stab in the back” to the
party.

"Fromearly on, when the Qpposition parties decided to work together,
each had intentions to cheat the other.

"Pas wants to trick Keadilan and DAP; DAP wants to trick Keadil an and
Pas; and Pas wants to trick DAP and Keadil an."

Added Dr Mahathir: "In the end, | see that the party which benefits is
Pas, and the bi ggest | oser is Keadil an, havi ng been nani pul ated. "

He said the often-used pictures of Anwar sporting a black eye by the
Opposition actual |y benefited Pas i nstead of Keadil an.

"Keadi |l an got nothing but two (parlianmentary) seats (in last year's
general election)," Dr Mahathir said.

Asked whet her the shaky state of the Opposition's supposed coalition
woul d benefit the BN s chances in Lunas, Dr Mahathir said:



"We do not depend on the crisis faced by the Opposition. W depend on
our service to society."

Asked on whet her the reported probl enms anong t he Cpposition parti es,
regarding the sel ection of candi dates for the Lunas by-el ection, neant
that the parties were caught up in racial sentiments, Dr Mahathir said:

"DAP is racist, Keadilan is racist, Pas is also racist."

On the DAP' s reported dissatisfaction in not having its candi date
fielded in the Lunas by-election, Dr Mahathir said the DAP had to admit
that it was trapped in the opposition grouping.

"They saw that they could trick Pas and Keadil an, but in the end, they
were the victims."

Added Dr Mahathir: "But this is good, because that's the fate which
befalls a party with no principles.”

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her the Opposition's problens in Lunas was a
vi ndi cation of the Barisan Nasional's repeated explanation to the rakyat
that theirs was a marriage of convenience.

"Yes, it's true, | can always say | told you so'. But we are not goi ng
to say that," he said.

( END)
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