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Dr Mcalls for closer Asean-Japan rel ations

Lokman Mansor

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad has called for greater
Japan- Asean rel ations to hel p Mal aysi a and other countries in the region
neet the chall enges of the know edge-based econony head-on

He said anong the critical areas where Japan could strengthen ties with
the regi on i ncl ude opening up its market to nore Asean products,
establishing nore joint ventures with Asean partners, and human resour ces
devel oprent .

"For the regional energing economes, thereis a great need for Japan to
open its doors wider to absorb nore products from Sout h- East Asia. As
Asi a' s | eadi ng econony, we | ook to Japan to assune a natural |eadingrole
by facilitating our access to its market," Dr Mahathir said

Speaki ng at the Kankei ren Asean Managenment Seminar in Kual a Lunpur
yesterday, he said it is understandable that as Japan faced its own
economi ¢ problems in the | ast decade, it was unable to be an engi ne of
grow h for the regi onal econom es by increasing inports fromAsean

"However, we hope that with its econony denonstrating concrete signs of
recovery, Japanese conpani es will assist the South-East Asian
manuf acturers by increasing i mports into the Japanese market," Dr Mhathir
added.

At a press conference later, the Prine Mnister said nost of Malaysia's
exports to Japan conprise products nade by Japanese firns | ocated in
Mal aysi a.

"Therefore, their benefits do not accrue very nmuch to us. W woul d |i ke
to have sone products produced by | ocal people to al so benefit fromthe
Japanese narket," he added.

Kankei ren or the Kansai Econony Federation, a private non-profit
organi sati on conpri si ng 850 maj or corporations, represents the Kansa
busi ness community. It's research organi sation is known as the Pacific
Resear ch Exchange Centreor PREX

Dr Mahat hir said al though many Japanese small- and nedi umenterprises
(SMEs) have already cone to the region, many nore are still needed to help
buddi ng SMEs in the Asean countries enhance their capacity buil ding
t hrough skills trai ning and technol ogy transfer.

He sai d Kankei ren coul d encourage nore Japanese SMES to assi st those in
Sout h- East Asia by setting up joint ventures with Asean partners.

"Wth globalisation and the information technol ogy underway, energing
econom es have to neet the great need for capacity buildingin terns of
hurman resources. The chal | enge of K-Econony confronting the Ml aysi an and
ot her Asean econonies nmust be net head-on if we are to renain
conpetitive," Dr Mahathir said.

He said it will be necessary to provide training to not just top
managenent, but al so nmid-level and | ower | evel know edge-skilled
per sonnel

"I't is only when we succeed in systematically upgrading the quality of
our | abour can we attain higher economi c productivity. Kankeiren and PREX
can i ndeed play a positive role in hel ping transformthe Asean economni es
i nto know edge- propel | ed econoni es,” Dr Mahat hir said.

Earlier, Kankeiren chairman M Yoshi hi sa Aki yama, commended Mal aysi a and
ot her Asean countries for their rapid econom c recovery foll ow ng the
regi onal financial crisis.

He sai d such quick recovery is due not only to tinmely policies by the



respective governnents, but also the contribution of their human
resources.

The sem nar hopes to devel op anobng Asean managers the entrepreneuri al
spirit and necessary skills to face the chal |l enges ahead.

The thene of the semi nar is "Hunman Resources Devel opnent in the 21st
Century - contributing to the sustainabl e devel opnment of Asean countries
and strengtheni ng Asean-Japan rel ati onship”. It is organi sed by Kankeiren,
and supported by the Associ ati on for Overseas Techni cal Schol arshi ps and
the International Trade and I ndustry of Japan.
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