24/ 09/ 2000
Dr Mconcerned over racial polarisation
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DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad expressed concern at racial polarisation in
housi ng estates, schools and institutions of higher |earning, fearing that
the Governnent's aimof fostering better relations anong the races may be

def eat ed

The Prime Mnister, in stressing that there would be no assimlation of
any race, said the country should at |east integrate the races through
school placenments wi thout affecting their vernacul ar status.

"This is a noderate approach," he sai d when openi ng the Gerakan Nati ona
Del egat es Conf erence 2000.

"The schools are still (racially) separated, only assenblies and sports
neets are conducted together. It is utterly sad when this is made into a
racial issue and there is aggressive opposition."

Sayi ng that the Governnent had no intention of abolishing the uniqueness
of pre-schools and national -type schools, Dr Mahathir pointed out that no
country in the world pernitted its immgrant citizenry to set up
ver nacul ar school s.

He also said if the national and national -type schools were divided
until its students could not socialise at all, "can we sustai n the harnony
between the races as it is now?"

Saddened at the racial polarisation in universities, Dr Mahathir
| amented that when attenpts were nmade to place students together in a
hostel, there was strong opposition on the grounds that this was
"di sturbing" to the students.

"The real world," he said, "forces us to neet and interact w th other
races. If we do not neet people of other races, it is certain that we
cannot foster a nmeaningful relationship with them"

Dr Mahathir rel ated how some governnment students sent to study abroad
woul d not socialise with the locals there and would live exclusively with
students fromtheir provincial States.

"Kel ant an people wi th Kel antan peopl e, Kedah people with Kedah people,”
he sai d.

"If the objective of sending these students to study abroad is to expand
their viewpoints," he said, "perhaps this would not be achi eved because
basically, they are still entrenched in their own States."

In a speech sprinkled with chall enges agai nst and posers for racial
har nony, Dr Mahathir pointed to the creation of new settlenents that
stemred froma popul ation rise which inevitably created new school s and
posed t his question.

"What is wong," he asked, "if schools fromalternative streans are
pl aced in a single canpus so that students fromvarious races can be cl ose
t oget her?

"Do the citizens of this country wish to witness the next generation
unabl e to know each ot her while in school ?"

Rating as satisfactory the state of racial harnony, Dr Mahathir said
nmore early efforts nust be made to foster racial ties, particularly on
living in the same housing estate.

He described as unhealthy the races which lived in separate housing
estates and even unhealthier if one race lived in luxury while the other
stayed in | owcost or squatter homnes.

In this respect, Dr Mahathir urged housi ng and new settl enent devel opers
to ensure that all races live and do busi ness together in their housing



pr oj ect s.

"All ocation of houses and shophouses nust be fair,"” he said. "The
Governnent is making efforts that this goal is achieved through the
"Prosper' project.”

( END)
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