30/ 08/ 2000

Dr Mdelivers rousi ng poemon neani ng of | ndependence

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Continuing his 1996 poem Perjuangan Yang Bel um Sel esa
(The Unfinished Struggle), the Prine Mnister tonight delivered another
rousing puisi entitled Erti Kenerdekaan (The Meani ng of | ndependence).

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was noved to tears at one point when he
delivered the 78-1ine poemwhich touched on the unseen dangers of the
borderl ess worl d.

Mal aysi ans, the Prinme Mnister said in his poem should opt for their
own recipe for success, using their own values and i nner strength.

"Qur destiny we grasp in our own hands and with our own given strength

this struggle nust continue," Dr Mahathir read to a spel | bound
audi ence gat hered here tonight.

At one juncture, Dr Mahathir - wondering how sone Ml aysi ans were
unwi | ling to acknow edge the bounties of which they were enjoying - was
overcone by enotion

Choki ng on his words, the Prine Mnister had to struggle through the
next few lines of his poembefore regaini ng conposure.

He recei ved thunderous appl ause fromthe audi ence after he finished
reciting the poem

The event, organised by the Biro Tatanegara, was held to mark Ml aysia's
43t h National Day on Thursday.

Dr Mahathir's 1996 poem Perjuangan Yang Bel um Sel esai had retraced the
Mal ay conmunity's pai nful experience of colonialismand the difficult road
ahead.

The event, held at an open-air venue, was attended by about 200 guests
and dignitaries.
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