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Dr Mmay wel |l be goading us into thinking

Am r Firdaus Khan
ONCE again we are |left gasping in the wake of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharad.

Poor us! The Prine M nister has since noved on to other things, merrily
churni ng out new i deas and enbracing fresh thinking nodes as he hectors
the international audience on the flaws of gl obalisation.

H s "non-Mal ay PM' reference at the MCA general assenbly |ast week
continues to induce alarmed | ooks and has attracted a dazzling array of
spi ns.

The nbst common thene of interpretation says the reference is a warning.
No consensus has, as yet been achieved, as to what precise warning it is.

The conventional wi sdomdictates that it could be any style of warning
of varying severity, directed at anyone, veiled or otherw se.

What ever the spin, one cannot help feeling that it is a sequel to Dr
Mahathir's stirring speech at the closing of the Umo general assenbly
| ast nont h.

That was when the PM caj ol ed and stunned the del egates by raising yet
again, the issue of quality thinking.

He said then that Umo now finds itself in a hostile environnent.

The party has lost its allure, no longer able to inspire others to take
up the cudgels for it.

Two t hings can be deduced fromthose two speeches, at Umo and t hen MCA
Firstly, possibly right fromthe tine he penned Mal ay Dil emma, Dr Mahathir
has remai ned unrivalled as the | eading thinker or even ideol ogue, if you
like, in the country.

That is an inspiring phenonenon. It is also worrying. By parading his
awesone ability to think - his Umo speech received two standi ng ovati ons
- the Prime Mnister may well be goading the rest of us to partake in the
j oys of thinking.

A deficiency in thinking | eads to potent flaws. In the real mof
politics, the deficiency is manifested in the behaviour of the so-called
"Yes Men". Traditionally, they would unquestionably and perpetually nod in
agreenment. Collectively, the power and quality of thinking dimnishes.

Rel ated to this defect is an inevitable question - Wiy is that there has
been so nuch hype about Datuk Shahrir Samad? |Is he very outstandi ng?
Shahrir becones the newest personality to be hailed by the foreign nedia
as the "reformst” on the strength of his statenments. The reform st tag is
in fact ironic.

If we remenber correctly, Shahrir's Johor Baru division was one of the
seven that bucked the unstoppabl e wi nds of change, the maraudi ng reforn st
movenent | ed by Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin the 1993 Umo el ecti ons.

According to the formatted and sinpl eton's psyche of the foreign Press,
Shahrir had then belonged to the "Od Turks". His JB division then
noni nated Tun CGhafar Baba for the No 2 post that in the end he chose not
to defend.

Tens of thousands of other Umo personalities, at the division |level and
el sewhere, are brainy. Many though, are busy bei ng nedi ocre.

In the bigger schene of things, the quality of political speeches and
political statements, which is how t he public gauge politicians, suffer
especially when they are reported verbati min the newspapers.

A recent exanple - all Sik Umo needs to do is to perhaps quietly brace
itself for a possible, though now unlikely, by-election and not adnoni sh a



sick MP and his party to let himretire.

Many Mal aysi ans say this - let's hear nore original nodes of thinking
and quality ones at that. The idea of original thoughts within Umo, for
instance, is not to bring the party to its heels, as sonme seemto think.

It has to strengthen the party and raise the credibility of politicians.
The scarcity of original thoughts, i.e. those not detrinental to the party
may well | eave Dr Mahat hir unhappy.

The second deduction to the two speeches is that Dr Mahathir has to
carefully couch his worries about the Malay race. He is deeply sensitive
towards the feelings of others in a multi-ethnic popul ace. He coul d have
been nore forthright and vehenent in references to the Malay race who
cannot be propped up forever by a political armthat may well weaken.

A prom nent figure puts forward these questions the other day - How many
Mal ay | awyers appear in the courts? How many genui ne Mal ay contractors
don't hand over the newy secured contracts to others? How many Ml ays are
groom ng young, tal ented managers? W shall get busy thinking.

( END)



	Dr M may well be goading us into thinking (NST 26/06/2000)

