30/ 06/ 2000
Dr Mon picking right university courses to nmeet country's needs

Sar ban Si ngh; Chok Suat Ling

KAJANG, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today said
students nust take into consideration the needs of the nation and acquire
skills towards this when sel ecting university courses.

O herw se, he said, there woul d be a m smatch between the courses
sel ected and vacanci es avail abl e, and this woul d cause graduates to be
unenpl oyed.

And when they were unenpl oyed, he added, they would be angry with the
Governnent and join the Opposition.

"I think it is necessary to talk to students before they attend
university and tell themof job opportunities.

"If they pursue courses that they are interested in, they may not have
j obs when t hey graduate."

He said there were students who went all the way to a foreign university
for courses which were not in demand in the country, and when they
returned and could not find jobs, they becone angry with the Governmnent.

"But they make the choice. Now, the demand is for people skilled in
technical fields like eletronics and el ectrical engineering.

"If you study other things, don't be angry with the Governnent when
there are no jobs," Dr Mahathir said after officially opening Universiti
Tenaga Nasi onal

The event was attended by sone 5,000 students. Al so present were Deputy
Educati on M ni sters Datuk Azi z Shansuddi n and Dat uk Hon Choon Ki m
Uniten's board chairman Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali, and its rector Dr
Taj ul Arus Noh.

Dr Mahathir said many students mght think they could not excel in
courses they were not interested in. "But this is not true.

"Before science and technol ogy devel oped, students were interested only
in arts courses. They felt that a degree in arts would enable themto do
anyt hing, frombecom ng an adm nstrator to an arnmed forces chief.

"But when know edge that was nore specific to a particular task was
i ntroduced, those who had thought that their interest was only in arts
found that they coul d excel when they choose a new field that was nore
specific and suitable to their jobs."

Dr Mahathir said the assunption that only certain races could naster
particul ar know edge was not true. Anyone, he said, could master know edge
if he or she worked hard to acquire it.

Dr Mahathir also stressed the inportance of mastering information
technol ogy. He said if Ml aysians were skilled in IT, the country woul d be
able to face the chall enges of gl obalisation, E-comerce, K-econony and
the informati on expl osi on.

"Perhaps there are many who are not confident that we can nmaster |T. But
we need many people to be skilled in technol ogical fields.

"For those who | ack the confidence, they rmust keep in mind that any kind
of skill can be acquired if they work hard and persevere in their
efforts.”

He sai d Mal aysi ans needed to master know edge rel ating to hardware,
sof tware, and communi cati ons applications.

Touchi ng on excellence in education, Dr Mahat hir said Ml aysian
uni versities nust be of international standard.

As such, he said, there was a need for universities to forge ties with
ot her higher educational institutions in the country and abroad.



"External exam ners, whether fromforeign or other |ocal educationa
institutions, can hel p assess the standard of degrees offered by our
uni versities.

"If the examiners are fromwell-known universities, then the chances for
the degrees offered to be recognised worldwi de is better."

Dr Mahat hir expressed concern that sone private hi gher educationa
institutions were not "up to standard".

"We have some 600 private educational institutions and we worry that
some are not up to standard. W have been very generous in awardi ng
licences.”

Asked for nmeasures taken to ensure private institutions adhered to
stipul ated standards, he said: "W have to see whether they can upgrade
their standard.”

Dr Mahat hir urged hi gher educational institutions to ensure that their
students were not only know edgeabl e but al so ethical.

"Ot herwi se, whatever know edge acquired will be abused. Know edge is
power but a saying goes, ~Power corrupts and absol ute power corrupts
absolutely'."

The Prime Mnister also praised Uniten's facilities.
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