18/ 03/ 2000

Dr Mon the true neaning of sacrifice

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Muslinms in the country will be nore united if they
undertood the true meani ngs behind the act of sacrifice during Aidil Adha,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said the sacrificial act nmeant that Miuslins need to sacrifice things
they | ove to achi eve sonething which is good for the future.

"It has a deeper neaning than just slaughtering cattle for distribution
to poor Muslins.

"I believed if our ulamak preached the |Islam c teachings on the neaning
of the korban, we will have a harnonious and united Miuslimsociety," he
sai d when asked by reporters to el aborate on his speech at a feast in Paya
Sena in Pendang earlier.

He was speaking at a Press conference at the Sultan Abdul Halimairport
before his departure for Kual a Lunpur.

Addressing the villagers, Dr Mahathir said Muslins shoul d understand the
meani ng of korban and adopt the teachings as part of their lifestyle.

In his speech Dr Mahathir rem nded Muslins not to be too taken up
(taksub) with a certain group until they refuse to adnit the w ongdoi ngs.
He said Muslins nust not be |ike the Arabs during the tinmes before I|slam
who woul d stand by their tribe despite knowing that their tribesnmen had
done wrong.

It is therefore better for themto sacrifice and detach thensel ves from
their group for the betternent of the Muslimconmunity.

Asked if his nmessage was neant for Pas supporters, he said:

"Who eats chilli will feel hot...if they feel this hits themthat neans
they are guilty.
"I only talk about the “korban' ... sone people said it is nmerely the

sl aughtering of cows and that is not the lesson fromthe act."
Asked what similarity the tines before Islamand the present tinme has,
Dr Mahat hir said:
"Now we find people are too taken up with their group until although
their group does sonething wong, they continue to give their support,” he
added.
( END)
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