19/ 08/ 2000
Dr Mpicks a young unknown to counter Pas onsl aught in Sel angor

Ranml an Sai d

THE wai t has ended. And once again, the Prine Mnister proved he is
unpredi ctabl e, selecting arelatively unknown candi date for the Sel angor
Menteri Besar's post.

But in the next few years, 35-year-old Dr Mohd Khir Toyo will becone a
househol d nane as he steers the State towards attaini ng devel oped st atus
by 2005.

Youth i s perhaps the nost conpelling reason and determ ning factor
i nfluencing Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to appoint the relatively
unknown out si der who i s the youngest Menteri Besar to occupy the seat.

Besi des soneone with the capability to chart the future path of
Sel angor, Dr Mahat hir clearly needed a young, energetic and dynam c | eader
to counter Pas' onslaught on the State.

There is no need to rem nd Umo of the danger as in the | ast general
el ection, besides | osing four seats to Pas, the victory margi n for Barisan
Nasi onal candi dates in many areas were razor thin.

Sore political observers are of the opinion that besides Pahang, the
other State on the "danger list" of being captured by Pas in the next
general election is Selangor.

Dr Mohd Khir, a dentist by training, himself barely scraped through with
a 165-vote majority.

The Prine Mnister's choi ce nust have cone as a shock to Sel angor Umo
whi ch had submtted 11 nanes, including the Deputy Menteri Besar and five
Exco nenmbers, for Dr Mahathir's consi deration.

Despite an absolute rejection of the candi dates, which could denoralise
many of those on the list and their supporters, thisis not thetinmeto
sul k.

The State |iaison commttee nowhas toliveuptoits pledge to support
whoever i s chosen by Dr Mahathir to succeed Datuk Seri Abu Hassan who
resi gned on Aug 10 due to personal reasons.

One can understand the awkward situation the seni or Exco nenbers will be
put in.

Taki ng orders fromsonmeone who, in their books, is a "greenhorn", nmay
undoubt edly be difficult to stomach.

Pride shoul d take a backseat if they are to place the interest of the
State and party above their own.

Dr Mohd Khir needs all the support he can get, especially since heis
relatively i nexperienced, to develop the State and unite party factions in
the State.

But it cannot be dism ssed that the selection of this Sungai Panjang
Assenbl ynan points to a possible new arrangenent in the State's nake-up.

Dr Mohd Khir will likely be tasked with the admi nistration of the State
while party matters are left to former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad
Mihammad Tai b, the new Umo Sel angor chi ef.

This is the possible scenario as it is widely known in Umo circles that
if there is one person who canrally party menbers in the State, it is
none ot her than "M ke Tyson".

Gving himthe responsibility to | ead Umo Sel angor, occupyi ng t he post
| ast hel d by Abu Hassan, is thus a sound deci si on.

At this juncture, it is unclear whether Dr Mohd Khir will re-appoint
Zainal Abidin to his present post while retaining the existing Exco
l'i ne-up.
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