25/ 02/ 2000
Dr Mremnds civil servants to be non-partisan, stay clear of corruption

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Civil servants were told today to remain non-
parti san when carrying out their duties, stay clear of corruption and
enhance their professionalism

They shoul d al so keep abreast of technol ogi cal advancenents.

In paying tribute to them Datuk Seri Dr Mihathir Mhanmad said civi
servants had served commendably since i ndependence and the country's rapid
advancenent was testinony to this.

The Prime M nister said the governnent enployees had all al ong served
prof essional |l y and expressed confidence that they woul d upkeep this
tradition.

He said despite this, they nmust strive to work harder as not all nations
were happy with Ml aysia's success story.

"W are aware that not many countries are happy wi th our success. They
will be happier if we were | ess successful and frequently ask for
assi stance," he said when addressing top civil servants at the Public
Admi nistration Institute here. Dr Mahathir al so had a 90-m nute dial ogue
with them

He said Mal aysia's success did not cone easy. But it canme about, anobng
others, due to the efficient and professional civil service, the proper
use of financial resources, good nanagenent and the continuous i nprovenent
in the government's inplenentation agenci es.

Al'l these too would not have contributed to the country's devel opnent if
there was no political stability or if the | aws were repeatedly viol at ed.

Dr Mahat hir sai d professionalismshould be the key determ nant of an
efficient adm ni strati on.

" Pr of essi onal i sm means bei ng non-partisan, not favouring any one side.
The objective is to discharge our job functions effectively and as
requi red by the Government of the day."

Dr Mahathir said in this era of globalisation, the people were faced
with nore threats frommajor powers who saw this as an opportunity for
their big corporations to "conquer the world".

"Wth technol ogi cal advancenent and gl obal i sation, they (foreign powers)
hope to agai n conquer the world. Now, there is no need for an arned
warfare (to control the econom es of other countries).”

Wth solid support fromtheir Governnents and ot her international
institutions, foreign conpani es and banks can enter any country and take
over their businesses and industries.

These conpani es, Dr Mahathir said, would eventually have a strong
influence in the adm nistration and the politics of the country they had
econom cal Iy conquer ed.

"I amnot telling all these to instil fear in you so that you will
support the Governnent. Wat | am sayi ng has al ready happened.

"By depreciating the value of a currency, a rich nation can become weak,
there will be no peace, chaos will be the order of the day and eventually,
the Government will collapse.”

Dr Mahathir said if the new Governnent did not adhere to the directives
of the foreign power, then it too would be overthrown.

"I'n other words, we will be colonised. That is why we have to be alert
at all tines. W should not burn the nobsquito net if we are angry with the
nmosqui to. "

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on Mal aysi a I ncorporated which led to co-



operation between the public and private sectors.

He said there was a need for such a partnershi p because the higher the
i ncone of the private sector, the nore the Government would get in terns
of revenue fromt axes.

"W (the CGovernnment) will not lose if the private sector got high
profits ... however we will lose if the private sector |oses.”

Dr Mahathir said the public-private sector rel ationship mght al so
expose civil servants to bribery, adding that if this happened, it would
tarni sh the i mage of the service.

"We may think that our corrupt practice can escape detection. But don't
be too sure as many have been severely punished. "

Dr Mahathir rem nded civil servants that bribe-takers faced penalties
very much hi gher than the kickbacks they received

Dr Mahathir also said it was crucial for civil servants to master the
use of conputers and the Internet.

( END)
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