11/ 02/ 2000
Dr Mslated to be first speaker at Unctad neet

Ei r mal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is slated to be the first
speaker to address the 10th United Nati ons Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent (Unctad-10) in Bangkok today.

Dr Mahat hir's keynote address is expected to focus the trade
Ii beralisation and gl obalisation process, the need for a newfinanci al
architecture, and other issues that directly affect Ml aysi a.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the Prime Mnister is
al so schedul ed to attend two neetings that will be held in conjunction
with Unctad-10. They are the Asean-United Nations Summit and Asean-Japan
Summi t.

"I'n viewof the failure of the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO neeting in
Seattle, this is an opportunity for countries under Unctad to di scuss
i ssues related to trade and devel opnent," he told reporters after
presenting the ministry's excellent service awards i n Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

Unctad-10 is the first major nmultilateral nmeeting since the WO
m ni sterial meeting | ast Novenber where proceedi ngs i n the conference hall
wer e over shadowed by violent protests inthe streets.

Mal aysia will be represented by Deputy International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Dr Kerk Choo Ting in the Unctad-10 di scussi ons.

About 3, 000 mi ni sters, senior governnment officials and representatives
of international agencies and non-governnental organi sations are expected
to attend the neeting.

Syed Hami d said the Asean-UN Summit will be attended by all Heads of
Government in Asean, UN secretary-general Kofi Annan and director-generals
of UN agenci es.

"It will be a roundtable neeting to discuss, anong ot her things, the
roles of Asean and UNin the newnillennium" he said.

Asked whet her bilateral discussions will be held as well, Syed Ham d
sai d: "Maybe, but the programres have yet to be finalised. Sideline
meetings will be arranged when and i f requested or needed. The exi sting
schedul e i s already quite packed."

On whet her Mal aysi a has specific issues to raise, he said this will be
the thrust of the Prime Mnister's speech.

"We need to discuss the rol e of Asean, how we could play a greater role
inorder toinfluence the globalisation process which is unstoppable...
howto create a new economi c reginme that will take into account the
interests of devel oping countries.

"The i ssues include political and regi onal security and devel opnent, on
which Dr Mahathir will |ead the discussions."

Earlier in his speech, Syed Hanmid said it is inportant that Ml aysia
clearly state its position on globalisation, trade |iberalisation, good
governance and humani tarian i ssues to prevent some parties fromusing them
tointerfere in the country's donestic affairs.

He presented excell ence awards to 44 mnistry officials, anmong whomwas
West Asia, Africa and Organisation of Islam c Countries under-secretary
Dat uk Ahned Mokhtar Sel at.

Ahrmad Mokhtar is the former Mal aysi an anbassador to Peru who was hel d
hostage with other envoys by the Tupac Amaru terrorist group at the
Japanese anbassador's residence in Linma in Septenber 1996.
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