11/ 10/ 2000
Dr Mto have a tight schedule in Bosnia

Ahirudin Attan in Sarajevo

SARAJEVO, Tues: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's visit here tonorrow may

| ast just six hours but its significance could extend well beyond Bosnia's
up- com ng general el ections on Novenber 3.

Judging fromhis schedule, the Prime Mnister would in half a day neet a
a cross-section of the people in Sarajevo w der than one can expect to in
a week.

He will give two interviews: the first for the Bosnian tel evision and
the second for Ljilian, the newspaper conpany that al so publishes "New
Deal za Asijn", Dr Mahathir's book translated into the Bosni an | anguage

Dr Mahathir will also neet a Muslimgroup in Starigrad, the old Otonan
mar ket where the historic Bey Mosque is |ocated, and visit the Canil
Sijaric school in Dobrinjai, a pre-domnantly Muslimarea in this
war ravaged capital city.

In addition, the Prinme Mnister will present to President Alija
| zet begovi ¢ a cheque for 200,000 marks (1 mark = RML. 71), which is outside
the US$24 million (US$1 = RM3. 80) the Mal aysi an Governnent has pl edged for
the reconstruction of Bosni a-Herzegovina. He will al so hand over a cheque
f or RVR0OO, 000 on behal f of Badan Berti ndak Bosnia for the reconstruction
of Bey Mbdsque.

On his schedule as well is a lecture he will give at the University of
Sar aj evo

The highlight of the visit will be a "four-eye neeting" between Dr
Mahat hir and | zet begovi c, the agenda for which not even Prinme M nister
Edhem Bi cakci ¢ can clai mprivy.

"It's a neeting between two old friends," Bicakcic told Ml aysian
journalists.

Before this meeting, |zetbegovic acconpani ed by nenbers of the
Presi dency of Bosni a- Her zegovi na Zi vko Radi sic and Ante Jelavic will pay
Dr Mahathir a courtesy call

Econom ¢ cooperation, the usual thenme in Dr Mahathir's visits, wll
undoubt edly be an enphasis in his nmeeting with |zetbegovic but officials
and di pl omats specul ate that this tine politics may be a maj or discussion
poi nt.

Dr Mahathir's meeting with the President will be the |ast before the
|atter steps down this week to pave the way for the el ections next nonth.

Dr Mahathir is a major influence in |zetbegovic's adm nistration whose
econom ¢ policies seemto be guided by sone of Ml aysia' s own economc
programes and strategies, including privatization

Sone quarters felt that his visit could bolster the SDA's chances in the
general elections. The SDA, led by the President, is the only Islamc
political party left in Europe, according to diplomats.

But even in the context of economic and investment ties, there is nuch
the two countries have covered and need to cover. Prime M nister Bicakcic
said there are various privatization projects to be opened up in the next
five years where the Mal aysian investment ringgit will cone in very handy.

To date, the Mal aysi an private sector has played quite a prom nent role
as an investor in Bosnia-Herzegovi na. Mal aysi an conpani es are al so active
in helping with the reconstruction of Bosnia, while Ml aysians, through
donations, have al so nmade a i npressi on on Bosnians' daily life.

The Cami| Sijaric school, which sits sone 1,000 primary school students,
was built in October 1997 from noney contributed by Ml aysian schoo



teachers and pupils.

Bi cakcic said the gross domestic product of Bosni a- Her zegovi na expanded
by an average 21 per cent in the last four years. Since the Dayton Peace
Agreenent, the country has reconstructed all schools, heal htcare centres
and t el econmuni cation |ines.

The econony still has to create jobs to cope with the return of Bosni an
refugees to their pre-war honmes. Bicakcic said his country needs to create
260, 000 j obs i medi atel y and because of limted resources, Bosnia nust
| ook up to the international conmunity for assistance.

Dr Mahathir's visit is significant, he said, because Bosnia would |ike
to enul ate Mal aysia's success as well as to borrow the Ml aysi an Prine
M nister's ideas. Bicakcic nmade references to sone of the ideas discussed
by Dr Mahathir in his book "New Deal for Asia".

The international community, especially the European Union and the
Islami c countries, have been very hel pful. "Mst nenbers of the UN are for
Bosni a, but there are sonme which do not think that Bosnia has a uni que
situation," he said.

The | atest devel opnent in the Bal kans - the defeat of Slovodan M| osevic

in the Serbian election - is having a positive effect on the Bosni ans and
t he regi on, however.

"We are nore confident... but reconstruction will not be achieved
overnight. (MIlosevic) is the true source of evil... his defeat has a

positive effect on Bosnia," Bicakcic said.
( END)
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