29/ 07/ 2000

Dr Mto nmeet Musa over history | essons

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will raise the need
to educate students on the history of pre-independence | eaders with
Educati on M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mdhamad.

The Prime M nister said the story behind people |ike Datuk Onn Jaafar,
Dat uk Panglima Bukit Gantang and Datuk Ni k Kami| were strangely not being
well told to students.

He said the |ife stories of those who struggl ed for independence shoul d
be told in full as they had worked for the well-being of the people.

He sai d when asked at a Press conference whether he woul d di scuss the
matter with Misa.

He had earlier been asked to el aborate on his speech when opening the
16t h Conference of the International Assocations of Asia where he had
touched on the history of the country pertaining to pre-independence
| eaders.

On his reference to the subjugation of weak nations by strong ones
t hrough bonbi ngs and ki dnappi ngs, he said it did not refer to this region
al one.

"Not inthis region alone. Wrldwide its |ike that. Wen the weak are
oppressed, they resort to violence which may be futile, but that is their
only outlet.

"So they bonbed the Wrld Trade Centre, attacked the A ynpic Ganes and
bonbed ai rplanes and in the process innocent people were killed."

Dr Mahathir sai d enbassies were also targets with those belonging to
very powerful countries beconming fortified and staff living living very
i nsecure |ives.

On Malaysia's role in solving this problem the Prime Mnister said the
country wanted to show the world that the best way to help Mislins was to
devel op the country.

This could be done by devel oping their capacities in every way so that
they will be able to conpete.

"W want Muslinms in this country to be well-educated so that they would
be able to participate in commerce and i ndustry and share the sane kind of
weal th that others have so that there will be |less envy,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said there would be greater respect for Muslinms if they did
not indulge in terrorism
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