07/ 03/ 2000

Dr Mto open Kedah Umo Convention

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is
schedul ed to open the State Umo Convention at Universiti U ara Ml aysia
in Sintok near here on April 15.
The theme of the two-day convention would be Umo and the Ml ay
Struggle, State Umo chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain said.
Preparations for the convention will be led by Mnister in the Prinme
M nister's Departrment and Si k division chief Senator Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid
O hnman and Yan di vi sion chi ef Datuk Badruddi n Ani rul din.
Speaking to reporters after chairing the State Umo neeting | ast night,
Syed Razak said all Kedah-born living outside the State were invited to
partici pate.
On political devel opnent, he said 63 of the 1,813 Umo branches in Kedah
failed to hold their annual general neetings before the deadline |ast
nont h.
However, under the Umo rules, the branches could still hold their
nmeetings a week before the divisional neetings were held, he said.
I f the branches failed to hold their nmeetings by then, they will only be
all oned to send observers to the divisional neetings.
On divisional neetings, which kick off tonorrow, Syed Razak said he was
confident the del egates woul d nake "good deci si ons".
Meanwhi | e, three Kedah Umo division heads were appointed at its nmeeting
last nonth to sit on the recently fornmed State Umnmo Fi nanci al Managenent,
Use and Sourcing Conmmittee, which will act as its internal auditor.
Its first job will be to scrutinise past and present accounts.
The three are Pendang Unmo chi ef Datuk O hman Abdul, Kual a Kedah Umo
head Dat uk Zakaria Said and Jerlun party chairman Datuk Hanafi Rami. Al so
selected to sit on the conmttee were State Umo treasurer Dr Abdul Ghan
Shafie, State Umo secretary Gsman Ml Aji, Alor Star division commttee
menber Ahmad Fatan Sul ai man and Kual a Kedah di vi sion youth chief Halim
Sai d.
The conmittee is headed by Padang Terap division chief Datuk Dr
Affifuddin Orar.
Syed Razak said the conmttee's tasks would include | ooking into the
State Umo expenditure, organising its financial reporting procedures and
sourci ng for funds.
Asked if it was set up to investigate the State Umo's all egati ons of
el ection funds which had not been accounted for, he said:
"What investigation? There is no investigation. The setting up of this
conmttee is to strengthen our financial nmanagenment system”
However, it is learnt that the commttee is given extensive powers to
|l ook into the possibility of the funds bei ng m sused.
Syed Razak al so announced that he woul d not be contesting for a suprene
council seat in the party election in Muy.
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