16/ 08/ 2000
Dr Mto see King over appoi ntment of new sel angor MB

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KLANG Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad i s expected to have an

audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah
at Istana Negara in Kual a Lunpur tonorrow over the appoi ntment of the new
Sel angor Menteri Besar.

Al though it is routine for the Prime Mnister to see the King every
Wednesday j ust before t he weekly Cabi net neeting, tonmorrow s audi ence i s
expected to have added significance - nore so since Sultan Sal ahuddin is
al so the Sel angor Ruler.

This is because Sel angor, one of the nobst devel oped States in the
country, has been without a Menteri Besar since Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar
quit last Thursday, citing health reasons.

Dr Mahathir is al so expected to see the Sel angor Regent in the next few
days over the matter, probably by Friday when he | eaves for Mdzanbi que to
attend the South African International Dial ogue.

Several senior Umo | eaders said they expected Dr Mahathir to announce
t he new appoi ntnent any tine now.

The question on everybody's nind is who is going to be the 13th Menteri
Besar of Sel angor to repl ace Abu Hassan who resi gned after havi ng served
for three years and two nonths.

Political pundits point to three favourites - Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk
Dr Zai nal Abi din Ahmad, State Housing, Local Governnent and Squatters
Commi tt ee chai rman Dat uk Mokht ar Dahal an, and State | nfrastructure,
Information and | nformati on Technol ogy Conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Mohd
Sharif Jaj ang.

The others in contention are State Entrepreneur Devel opnent and SM s
Conmi t t ee chai r man Dat uk Abdul Fat ah I skandar; State Rural Devel opnment,
Agricul ture and Fisheries Conmittee chairman Dat uk Raj a | deri s Raj a Ahnad;
State Assenbly Deputy Speaker Dat uk Sal amon Sel amat; Sel at Kl ang
Assenbl yman Dat uk Zakari a Ml Der os; Sel ayang Baru Assenbl yman Dat uk Ahnmad
Bhari Abd. Rahman; Puchong Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamad Sati mDi man; Hul u
Ber nam Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamed 1dris Abu Bakar; and Batang Kal i
Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai nal Abi di n Sakom

A dark horse has energed in the formof Beranang Assenbl yman Ahmad Kuri s
Mohd Nor .

Meanwhi | e Sel angor State Secretary Datuk Anbrin Buang said all State
adm ni strative work was goi ng on as schedul ed.

Anbrin who i s personal |y overseeing all the progranmes and activities
lined up for the 43rd National Day cel ebration, is also schedul ed to hold
a Press conference on Friday.
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