15/ 06/ 2000

Dr Munveils Kenari in colourful cerenony

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | aunched the Kenari, a mini
stati on wagon produced by second nati onal car manuf act urer Perusahaan

O onobi | Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua), in a colourful cerenony in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Per odua al so produces the Kancil, Rusa and Kenbara nodel s.

Pri ced bet ween RMB7, 000 and RM42, 000, Perodua expects to sell 1,000
units of the Kenari a nonth by year-end, rising to between 1,200 and 1, 600
units a nonth by next year

The Kenari received encouragi ng response fromseveral car anal ysts
cont act ed by Busi ness Ti nes yesterday, particularly as a second car for
fam |ies.

"The Kenari will appeal to famlies as a second car. It is a younger and
fresher nodel conpared with Proton nodels (in the same price category),"
said Merrill Lynch anal yst Reza Mutalib.

The Kenari is being sold at about the same price as second-hand Proton
Wra cars, while it is at a higher market segnent conpared with the Proton
I swara and Ti ara nodel s.

The Kenari will be sold through all 20 Perodua show oons and 120
aut hori sed dealers in the country.

FromJune 1, when booki ngs for the Kenari was opened, until June 7, a
total of 784 orders have al ready been received by Perodua.

Wthits tall and spacious profile, the "fanmily multi usage m ni wagon"
of fers plenty of | egroom headroomand | uggage space. Beneath its conpact
and sporty body shell is arigidframe that has surpassed the strict new
collision safety regul ations in Europe and Japan

The Kenari is built with a highly rigid cabin enconpassing crunpl e zones
that absorb front and rear inpact; and side i npact beans on t he doors that
prot ect agai nst collisions conming fromeither side.

The Kenari is powered by a 1-litre 12-valve electronic fuel injection
engi ne and has hydraul i c power steering. The car is available in auto or
5-speed manual transmi ssion. The steering wheel's 4. 3mturning radius is
one of the snallest inits class.

Bernama reports: Perodua is in the final stage of inplenenting a
paper| ess
sal es and regi stration of its vehicles, said chairman Raj a Tun Mohar Raj a
Badi ozzaman.

In his address at the | aunching of the Kenari, he said the paperl ess
initiative involves the company, the Road Transport Departnent, the
Cust ons Departnment and financial institutions.

Part of the arrangenment under the paperless initiative would include
el ectroni c banki ng, he sai d, addi ng that Perodua has identified
i nformation technol ogy as the way to nove forward.

On the Kenari, Raja Mhar said the mni station wagon is expected to be
wel | received by young executives and those with famlies.
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