02/ 06/ 2000
Dr Munveils RMLOOm sea surveillance system

Kamar ul Yunus

RECOGNI SI NGt he i nportance of the Straits of Mal acca as an i nternati ona
seaway t he Gover nnent has devel oped an efficient sea surveill ance and
traffic managenent systens in Port Kl ang.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad unveil ed the RMLOO million
i ntegrated sea surveillance system the first of its kindinthe worldin
Port Kl ang yesterday.

"As a maritinme nation, Ml aysia should have an efficient sea
surveill ance systemand shi pping traffic managenment nmechani sm

"Thi s woul d reduce the risk of accidents and enabl e the port to respond
qui ckly to any incidents that may di srupt the country's econonic
interests," he said at the cerenpny yest erday.

G ven the rising challenges in trade, Dr Mahathir said, it was inportant
to acquire an effective sea surveillance systemto check acci dents and
pol lution and to increase productivity.

"The increase in the nunber of big ships |ike the post-Panamax and
fourth and fifth generation container ships that can use only one-third of
the width of the Straits of Mal acca has made traffic flownore difficult.

"As there were now nore vessel s carryi ng dangerous car goes, the passive
traffic management of before is no longer suitable," he said.

He said it is estimated that nore than 600 ships, including transport
vessel s wei ghi ng nore t han 200, 000 deadwei ght tonnes and crui se shi ps use
the Straits of Ml acca daily.

He said in tandemwi th rapid econonic growth in the region traffic al ong
the Straits of Malacca will increase at a rate of 1.3 per cent a year

"It is expected that by 2010, a total 46,842 ships of nore than 30
netre-long will use the Straits each year," he said.

Dr Mahathir said an increase in various water-based activities and
i ncl enent weat her were anong t he factors causing col lisions and pol | ution
of the waterway.

"Several major collisions have occurred in the Straits of Ml acca
causi ng not only pollution but al so destruction of property and | oss of
Iives. These m shaps have al so cost the Governnent nmillions of ringgit to
clean up the nmess left behind," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent realised the need to establish an
efficient and effective sea surveillance systemin 1980 when its
territorial waters was wi dened fol |l owi ng t he decl arati on of the Excl usive
Economi ¢ Zone (EEZ).

This is also related to Mal aysi a' s geographi cal position whichis
di vided by the sea and the strategic | ocation of the Straits of Ml acca
and Sout h Chi na Sea which nakes it a najor shipping | ane.

The Governnent all ocated RMLOO million to devel op a nodern sea
surveill ance systemin 1994.

"Wth such a big allocation it goes to showthat we are committed and
concerned over the safety of shipping in this region, in particular, the
i nternational shipping community in general," Dr Mahathir said.

He said Mal aysia's sea surveillance systemwas anong the first in the
wor | d based on the concept of coastal radar surveillance devel oped in the
Straits of Malacca which is among the world's busi est waterways after the
Straits of Dover and G bral tar

This system devel oped in 1994 and conpl eted | ast March, is based on a
radar network built al ong the west coast of Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a stretching



fromTanj ung Kemarung, Langkawi, in the north to Bukit Pengerang, Johor,
in the south.

It is designed to | ocate and nonitor ships on a real-tine basis and is
capabl e of providing conmuni cations with a coastal authority for
navi gation guide in all situations.

He said the installation of this surveillance systemwas inline with
the requi rements of the Law of the Sea Conference 1982 and resol uti ons of
the International Maritime Organisationto safeguard and enhance safety
standards as well as to reduce the risk of pollution.

He believed that its safety features, which neet international
standards, woul d hel p spur economi ¢ growt h of countries in this region,
especi ally the I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thail and G owh Triangle in the north of
the Straits of Mal acca and the Singapore-Johor-Ri au triangle in the south.

He al so said the Governnent is confident that the surveill ance system
woul d attract shipping conpanies to use local portsinline with the
Governnent's policy of encouragi ng use of |ocal ports.
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