06/ 03/ 2000

Dr M Abdull ah on course (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Nomi nations for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as Umo president and deputy president
respectively remain solid as all 15 divisions which nmet today named t hem
for the two posts.
Kel ant an Umo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah obt ai ned his first
nomi nati on for the vice-presidency fromthe Gik Umo division, headed by
Perak party chairman and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali
The nomi nation for Tengku Razaleigh in Gik came after Tajol Rosli
together with Menteris Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim (Perlis) and Dat uk
Syed Razak Syed Zain (Kedah), had agreed on Friday to ask divisions in
their States to nominate himfor vice-president.
They said the proposal was the best conprom se, ainmed at uniting Umo as
wel | as giving Tengku Razal ei gh the opportunity to hold a high party post.
But much as Tajol Rosli nanaged to deliver Gik's nomnation for vice-
president to Tengku Razal ei gh, Batu Gaj ah, another division in Perak which
held its neeting today, did not do so.
Batu Gaj ah nom nated Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman and Tan Sri Mohd | sa Abdul Sanad
Prior to this, there was wi despread specul ati on that some divisions nay
noni nat e Tengku Razal ei gh for deputy president which would in effect go
agai nst the suprene council's advice of no contest for the top two party
posts.
However, today, when the 15 divisions held their neetings, all heeded
t he advi ce and nom nated Dr Mahathir and Abdul |l ah for president and deputy
presi dent respectively.
The first meeting in Tawau on Thursday had al so nomi nated Dr Mahat hir
and Abdull ah for the two posts.
To be eligible to contest the president's post, a candi date nmust secure
30 per cent or 50 nominations fromthe 165 di vi si ons.
For the deputy presidency, 20 per cent or 33 nom nations nust be secured
for eligibility to contest.
So far, 16 divisions out of 165 have held their meetings and the rest
are expected to convene theirs, in stages, by April 2.
I ncunbent Najib remains the | eadi ng contender for vice-president with 15
nomi nati ons, while CGhani follows with a creditable 12 while Gsu is third
wi th seven nom nati ons. Candi dates vying for vice-president are required
to secure 10 per cent or 17 nom nations to be eligible.
On the Wanita Umo front, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz continued to receive
the bul k of nom nations for the Wanita chief's post over incunbent Datuk
Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man. Thus far, Rafidah has secured 15 nom nati ons
whi | e Zaharah only has ei ght.
For the deputy Wanita chief's post, Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil
continues her fine run, securing 15 nom nati ons agai nst her closest rival,
Ai non Khariyah, who has five.
The ot her candi date nom nated for deputy Wanita chief is incunbent Datuk
Napsi ah OQrar who has only received three nom nations.
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