29/ 10/ 2000
Dr Mahathir tells Asian countries to work together

Bai dura Ahmad i n Hong Kong

ASI AN count ri es, divided by geography, ideol ogi es and econormi c
capabilities, nust cone together to take their places as equals inthe

gl obal conmmunity of nations, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
said last night.

"Much of the energy and the spirit which had driven Asia in the second
hal f of the 20th century has di ssi pated. No Genghi s Khan, Akhbar the
G eat, no Mongol or Turkish hordes are likely to appear on the scene," he
said at a dinner held in his honour.

And to put to rest the fears of the West that Asia ained to take over
the world, he said:

"Any i dea about Asia dominating the world in the 21st century shoul d be
discarded. It is not feasible and it will nerely serve to antagoni se the
rest of the world, in particular the European nations on both sides of the
Atl antic. Neither shoul d any Asi an nati on harbour ideas of dom nating
Asia."

I nstead, he urged Asia, which today "is in total disarray", to take
prideinits values and cultures and the countries' different ways of
managi ng t heir probl ens.

"The nore devel oped nati ons of Asia should invest in and help the | ess
devel oped. An Asi an Monetary Fund woul d be useful ."

Dr Mahat hir was addressi ng a di nner organi sed by the Asia Soci ety Hong
Kong Centre.

The New Yor k- based organi sationis considered Anerica's | eadi ng
institution dedicated to fostering understandi ng of Asia and comuni cati on
bet ween Anericans and Asi ans.

In his speech, Agenda for a New Asia, he spoke at Iength on Asia's
di versity and weaknesses, particularly in the wake of the regi ona
financial crisis.

Ofering his views on the matter as "sonmeone who knew sonet hi ng of
Asia's past and present situation", he said, " as to the future of the
continent, my guess is as good as anyone else's."

Whi | e agreei ng that everyone shoul d be concerned over human rights, the
envi ronnent, etc, he added that no one fromw thin or outside Asia should
appoint hinmself or his country as the policeman responsible for ensuring
everyone "behaves".

As for Asians who think that Western ways are the cure-all for Asian
mal adi es, Dr Mahat hir poi nted out that comuni smand socialism which were
conceptual i sed by the West, had retarded the devel opnent of many countries
in Asia and Africa.

"There i s no reason why we shoul d bel i eve that what is bei ng propagat ed
by the West now - |iberal denocracy, free markets, borderless world etc -
will be any better in the |long run.

"W nust not blindly accept Western ways, ideol ogi es and val ues wi t hout
waiting for themto be tested extensively in the Wst."

In the boomi ng mid-90s or pre-crisis days, the Wst could not stop the
chal | enge posed by many East Asian tiger econonies in their quest to
dom nate the world t hrough their weal th and t echnol ogi cal know how.

The opportunity to stop the 21st century frombecom ng the Asian
Century, however, came during the economc crisis.

"Again, | would stress there was no conspiracy. The attacks agai nst the
East Asi an economies were not orchestrated. It is nost |ikely that rogue



currency traders just saw an opportunity to make a pile for thensel ves.

"Be that as it may, the fact is that their attacks soon | eft nost of the
East Asiantigers in a state of unprecedented econom ¢ turnoil and sudden
poverty.

"Frombei ng economic threats to the West, they suddenly found t hensel ves
totally dependent on the West for their recovery."

Under m ned governnents, distressed businesses and col | apsed st ock
markets all contributed to an Asia that no | onger tal ked about domi nating
the worl d economically.

"Asi ans cannot cone together the way Europeans can cone together. Asia
must accept it is a divided continent. Accepting this, it nust planits
future as separate sub-continents, grow ng according to its speci al
conparative advantages and at different paces.”

( END)
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