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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Lashing out at critics pressing for reformat the
expense of growth, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has urged Asi an
countries to revitalise the region through an alternative nmethod - the
"Asi an Way".

The Prime Mnister said the nuch touted reforms, such as in the banking
sector and best practices, were futile if they "strangl ed" grow h.

"This is like putting the horse before the cart,” he told participants

of the Pol met 2000 conference on "Sustai nabl e Urban Devel opnent In the New
M | I enni unt' today.

Dr Mahathir stressed the need to adopt an alternative nethod for

achi evi ng sustai nabl e grow h because Asia, he said, could not afford to
depend sol ely on outside help for devel opnent.

"Most of our initiatives will have to come fromwi thin us, using our own

i ngenuity, wi sdom avail able resources, regional co-operation and a | ot of
hard work," he added.

The Prime Mnister said an alternative nethod was for Asian countries to
gal vani se shared "Asi an" val ues in devel oping and revitalising the region
Dr Mahathir outlined the definition of these values: "Wat | nmean by

Asi an val ues is an absence of extrene individualism a sense of
responsibility for the community, a belief in strong famlies, a reverence
for education, frugality, hard work, national teamwork, a social contract
bet ween the people and the state, noral whol esoneness, a free but
responsible Press, a belief in citizens as stakehol ders and | ast but not

| east, respect for the environnment."

The Prime Mnister said that a uniformnethod for Asian countries to

achi eve sustai nabl e growt h was neither possible nor desirable.

" Sust ai nabl e devel opnent needs to be applied gradually in accordance

with the ability of individual countries to cope, and with what each
country perceives as appropriate.”

Dr Mahathir said the widening gap in the usage of resources between
devel opi ng and industrial nations was the earth's main environmental and
devel opnent al probl em

He said that with many devel opi ng countries now possessi ng | ower per
capita incones than when the decade began, rising poverty and unenpl oynent
have increased pressure on environnental resources, "as nore peopl e have
been forced to rely nore directly upon thent.

The Prime M nister said although Mal aysi a was not as severely affected

by these inequalities as other devel oping countries, "there is a great
deal still to be done in our country if we are to respond properly to the
chal | enges presented by sustai nabl e devel opnent ".

Qutlining Malaysia's local initiatives to maintain sustainable grow h,

Dr Mahathir said it included provision of adequate and affordabl e housi ng
and for local authorities to devel op and i npl enent policies for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

The success of these local initiatives, said the Prine Mnister, was
crucial. He added that since "people need to witness change at a | oca

| evel ", the partnership concept between Governnent, the private sector and
| ocal comunities was critical.

"Many non-governnental organisations are also involved in action at the

| ocal Ilevel.

"On the environnental front they include groups concerned with practica



conservation, preservation of historic buildings and sites.
"Housi ng associ ations and the private sector have becone increasingly
i nvolved in the provision of | owcost accommodation,” Dr Mahathir said.
However, Dr Mahathir added that the success of these local initiatives
by Mal aysi a and ot her regi onal countries required not only a period of
econom ¢ grow h, "but al so an assurance that the poor get their fair share
of the resources required to sustain growh".
As such, Dr Mahathir said reforns were needed at the international |evel
to allow the world econony to stinulate the growth of devel opi ng countries
whil e giving greater weight to other inportant concerns such as the
envi ronment .
He said that for devel oping countries to grow, a lot nore had to be done
in ternms of technology transfer, foreign direct investnment and better
ternms of trade.
Together with a new international financial reginme, these will enable
the countries to grow fast enough to overcone their internal problens, he
added.
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