10/ 12/ 2000

Dr Mahathir: Ill-informed party workers contributed to BN s defeat in
Lunas

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad agreed that party
wor kers who were not well-inforned about Governnent policies contributed
towards the Barisan Nasional's defeat in the Lunas by-election

However, he said there were other factors which enabl ed Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal to win the seat.

Dr Mahat hir said this today when asked to comment on former Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Tun Ghafar Baba's statenment that BN | ost because its party
wor kers had probl ens explaining tothe el ectorate policies |ike the Vision
School s.

The Prime M nister had earlier |aunched the Survey and Nati onal Mappi ng
Departnent's e-conmerce at Wsna Tanah

On Chafar's views that BN need not rely onrallies to win but nust be
willingto gotothe grassroots, Dr Mahathir said this was practi sed by
the coalition. "Wanita has done that. That's why we won in quite a | ot of
Mal ay areas."

He said BN could not even hold rallies as they were outnunbered by
Opposi tion supporters who were brought to Lunas fromall over the country.

To anot her question that BN conponent parties were bl am ng each ot her
for the defeat - Umo Youth deputy chief Datuk Azi z Shei kh Fadzir tendered
his resignation for the defeat only toretract it later - Dr Mahathir said
thi s coul d be expect ed whenever there are set backs.

"There will be di sappointnent and intinmes |like this, when you are not
your normal self, people nmake unwi se decisions. W should wait for things
to settle first and study thembefore we can deternine who i s right and
who is at fault."

"When | went for ny heart operation, the doctor advised me not to make
deci sions until | had recovered. The first few days you think the world
has conme to an end but you realise later it is still spinning around at
t he sanme rate and has not changed at all just because you are sick. The
same thing applies here."

On Aziz's resignation (and retraction), Dr Mahathir felt it was made too
early and wi th hindsi ght Aziz had changed hi s m nd.

On whether it has becone a culture for people to resign only to retract
|ater, the Prine Mnister replied

"I don't know, maybe it is a culture but I don't think he (Aziz) has
gai ned anything. There are those who threaten to resign because they want
to get something for thensel ves.

"But | don't think he (Aziz) will get anything more ... not that he wll
becorme Yout h chi ef because he resigned."”

Meanwhil e, M C president Datuk Seri Sany Vellu said it was not right for
any party to blame Aziz for BN s defeat in the Lunas by-el ection on Nov
29.

"During his 14 days in Lunas, Aziz worked very hard towards a BN
victory," he said today.

Sany Vel lu was comenting on reports that Aziz wanted to resign because
of criticismagainst himfor BN s failure to defend the Lunas seat in
Kedah.

In the Lunas poll BN candi date S. Ant honysany, who polled 9,981 votes,
| ost to Parti Keadilan Nasional's Sai fuddi n Nasution Ismail (10,511
votes).



Sany Vel lu, who is Wrks Mnister, adnitted that BN s defeat was due to
conpl acency and a | ack of co-ordination within the BN el ection nmachinery.

"BN nust have thought that this is a BN stronghold... Al though we had
t he Sanggang (by-el ection) experience (behind us),we were not prepared for
such an assault fromthe Opposition,"” he said.

Sany Vel lu said the Qpposition used dirty tactics and pl ayed on raci al
and religious issues, adversely affecting Ant honysany's chances.

Sany Vellu said he wanted to put the matter to rest and nobody shoul d be
bl amed over BN s defeat.

He sai d BN shoul d now seriously work on strategies to win the seat back.

"We will get it back. It is a question of trial and error. As far as MC
is concerned, the party is thankful to the people of Lunas for their
support all these years."

( END)
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