09/ 06/ 2000

Dr Mahathir, other world | eaders pay their last respects to Cbuch

Har dev Kaur in Tokyo

WORLD | eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
Japan's crown prince and princess, the Supreme court justices and | eaders
of the Japanese political parties attended the funeral of the |ate
Japanese Prinme M nister Keizo Cbuchi.

Some 6,000 dignitaries anong themworld | eaders, including those from
Asi a, Europe and the US, attended the funeral service for Cbuchi who died
on May 14 after six weeks in cona brought on by a stroke.

The funeral, organi sed by the Cabi net and the Liberal Denbcratic Party
(LDP), Qbuchi's party, was held at the Ni ppon Budokan Hall in Tokyo's
Kudan district.

Oouchi's ashes were carried into the hall by his son who placed them on
a bed of white orchids and chrysant hemuns before the packed hall

Eul ogi es were read by the Japanese Prine M niser Yoshiro Mri and
Yoshi aki Tsusum , chairman of Seibu Railway Co and a close friend of
Obuchi

A one-m nute silence was observed and silent prayers offered throughout
the country at 2.10pm After the funeral service Dr Mahathir visited the
Prime Mnister and the Matsushita Miultinmedia Centre in Tokyo and was
briefed on the | atest technol ogi cal devel opnments. During the visit he was
shown and briefed on the Hone Information Infrastructure (H) centre, a
hi gh technol ogy hone of the future.

He al so toured the AV&CC Systens Square - a single systemfor fusing
sound, video and conputer data transm ssion into an integrated whole to be
call ed AV&CC. The Centre al so presents different ways i n which one can
taste the multi medi a experience right in one's own hone environnent, and
|l earn howto build a systemfit for individual needs.

In the evening he held bilateral discussions with Mri and |Indonesian
Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d and attended the official dinner organised by
Ni kkei in conjunction with its sixth conference on the "Future of Asia -
Asi a's Resurgence: Challenges for the New M I 1 enni uni.

Dr Mahathir will address the conference today and hold several neetings
wi th Japanese corporate | eaders.
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