27 JUN 2000
O C- Speech (Reacti on)
DR MAHATHI R AN | SLAM C LEADER OF GREAT VI SI ON, COURAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was today praised as an Islamc | eader of great vision and
courage for his contributions to the progress of Islamand his efforts to
make Mal aysia the pride of the Islamc world.

Dr Mahathir was al so accl ai ned as a renowned st atesnan by
representatives of the African, Arabic and Asian groups of the Organisation
of Islam c Conference (A C).

"Mal aysi a' s achi evenents under his | eadership have set an exanple for
other Muslimnations to follow," they said in their reply to the Prinme
M ni ster's keynote address during the opening cerenpony of the 27th session
of the Islamc Conference of Foreign Mnisters (I CFM here today.

Paki stan's M nister of Foreign Affairs Abdul Sattar who represented the
Asi an group said the Prinme Mnister had in his speech rem nded Muslinms of
the crucial inportance of acquiring know edge, nodern sciences and
t echnol ogy.

This is essential to defend the Muslimnations, not only in politics
and econony, "but al so agai nst unethical and exploitative nultinationals."

In praising Mal aysia, Abdul Sattar said it had managed to devise its
own innovative strategy to confront the chall enges posed to its econony.

Mal aysi a, he added, had risen as a dynam c, progressive and nodern
Islam c state.

"We share the pride of the people of Malaysia in their achi evenents and
for setting an exanple to other Muslimnations. It has rem nded us that we
are al so capabl e of devel opi ng appropriate policy to hel p ourselves," he
added.

Senegal 's Foreign M nister Chei kh Tidi ane Gadi o who represented the
African group praised Ml aysia for maki ng sustained efforts and harnessi ng
all econom c factors for progress and poverty eradication.

Under Dr Mahat hir | eadership, he said Malaysia had contributed a lot to
the activities of the ICFMA C

The Arab group' srepresentative, Anmbassador Miustag Abdul | ah Al -Salih of
Oman said he shared the views of Dr Mahathir and agreed to his call for
Musl i mnations to achi eve progress.
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