23 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Sunmni t
DR MAHATH R ARRI VES FOR ASEAN | NFORVAL SUMWM T

SI NGAPORE, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad arrived here this evening to attend the fourth Asean
Informal summit.

Dr Mahathir will join | eaders fromthe 10-nati on Sout heast Asian
grouping who will null over the direction of Asean in the new century after
the bruising 1997 Asi an econom c cri sis.

The | eaders will have a working dinner today before going into their
summit tonorrow.

They will also neet their counterparts from China, Japan and South
Korea on Sat urday.

Earlier in KUALA LUMPUR, Dr Mhathir was seen off at the Sultan Abdul
Azi z Shah Airport in Subang by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi .

The first Asean informal sunmit was held in Jakarta in 1996 fol |l oned by
Kual a Lunpur the foll owing year while Manila hosted | ast year's.
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