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Mahat hir-Arrive
DR MAHATH R ARRI VES | N NAGOYA FOR WORKI NG VI SI T

By: Mohd Ghazeny Mahnud

NAGOYA, June 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here today, the first leg of his working visit to Japan
during which he will attend the funeral of the | ate Japanese prinme mnister
Kei zo Obuchi and attend a maj or econonic conference in Tokyo.

Dr Mahathir's week-long visit to Japan is also to explore the |atest
technol ogi es to boost Mal aysia's industrial devel opment, the prine
mnister's press secretary Zakaria Wahab tol d Bernama here today.

Dr Mahathir was net on arrival at the Nagoya |International Airport by
seni or Japanese governnent officials and Mal aysi an anmbassador to Japan
Dat uk Marzuki Mohamad Noor.

Acconpanying himon the visit are his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohamed Ali and officials of the Ml aysian | ndustry-Governnent G oup for
H gh Technol ogy (M ght) and the Foreign Mnistry.

Dr Mahathir will be in Nagoya, the center of Japan's nachine tooling
manuf acturing industry, to see sone of the nost nodern plants, including
t hose bel ongi ng to Japanese nultinationals in Tokyo.

A private sector del egation, which includes Tan Sri Ahmad Johan,
president of AIROD, is al so acconpanying Dr Mahathir.

Al ROD subsi di ary SME Aerospace is scheduled to ink agreenents with a
maj or Japanese corporation in Nagoya for acquiring the | atest conmputerised
hi gh-tech equi prent to nmake precision aircraft parts.

Dr Mahathir will join world |leaders to attend Oobuchi's funeral at the
Ni ppon Budokan in Tokyo tonmorrow. Cbuchi died on May 14, six weeks after
suffering a stroke and falling into a cona.

The sane day Dr Mahathir is scheduled to call on Yoshiro Mri who
succeeded Oobuchi as prinme minister.

The hi gh- powered conference he will attend in Tokyo -- N kkei's 6th
International Conference -- will map out strategies to accel erate East
Asia's recovery fromthe devastating 1997 financial crisis.

Al so attending the conference are |Indonesi an presi dent Abdurrahman
Wahi d and Si ngapore senior mnister Lee Kuan Yew.
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