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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES FOR CFFICIAL VISIT

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here this norning for an official visit to strengthen
Mal aysi a- 1 ndonesi a ties.

In a departure fromnormal protocol, President Abdurrahman Wahid
personal ly received Dr Mahathir on arrival at the Halim Perdanakusunma
Ai rport here.

The two | eaders then left inmediately for the presidential palace for
private talks followed by a full del egation neeting.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned
Ali and four mnisters -- Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n (Fi nance), Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar (Foreign Affairs), Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz (International Trade
and Industry) and Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik (Primary Industries).

Al so acconpanying the prinme mnister is a 150-strong busi ness
del egation led by Malaysia Airlines (MAS) chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami,
who is also president of the Ml aysi an Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry.

The Mal aysi an anbassador here Datuk Rastam Mohanmed |sa said the prine
mnister's visit focused on boosting econom c cooperation as Ml aysi a has
recovered fromthe econom c downturn while Indonesia is on the road to
recovery.

Al t hough brief, Dr Mahathir's visit bears great significance in
bilateral relations between the two nei ghbouring countries.

After the full del egation neeting, both Dr Mahathir and President
Abdurrahman are scheduled to hold a joint nedia conference.

They woul d | ater address a |uncheon neeting between Ml aysi an and
I ndonesi an busi nessnen t hened "Rebuil di ng Busi ness Qpportunities In
| ndonesi a".

The two | eaders woul d al so witness the signing of several Menoranda of
Under st andi ng (MbU) between Ml aysi an and | ndonesi an conpani es.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to neet Vice-President Megawat i
Sukar noputri and the Ml aysian conmunity in Indonesia later in the evening.

Presi dent Abdurrahman and wife Sinta Nuriyah will host a dinner for the
prime minister and Dr Siti Hasmah.

Vice president Megawati is scheduled to see off Dr Mahathir at the
Hal i m Per danakusuma Ai rport tonorrow.
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