18 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Corruption
DR MAHATHI R ASKS UWMNO MEMBERS TO REJECT GRAFT

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bername) -- Prinme Mnister and Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad agai n cautioned party menbers that
corruption and noney politics can destroy Umo and asked themto expose
those of fering bribes.

He said if they cared for their race, Umo nenbers should turn down al
forms of bribery, including offers of overseas trips and to performthe
Unrah, (the minor pilgrimge to Mekah).

In an enotion-packed address to the Umo special general assenbly here
today to amend the party's constitution, Dr Mahathir said:"Care for our
race. Love our grandchil dren. Rej ect corruption.

"Expose those giving bribes. Gather enough evi dence and expose them"

As he paused several times trying to hold back tears, Dr Mahathir
sai d: "For the sake of our race, reject everything that snmells graft...if
not our race will be disgraced and destroyed."

Dr Mahathir said that even by anmending its constitution, Umo could not
check corruption if the nenbers thensel ves condone it.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded Umo nenbers that the party would face
destruction, as did other | ong-established political parties, for failing
to make appropriate changes and not getting used to new situations.

He said the proposed constitutional amendnents sought to guarantee that
the Umo cause woul d not be derailed by attitudi nal changes taking place
within the party and society.

Umo nenbers, he said, should learn fromhistory that great
civilisations declined and di sappeared because their enheritors lost the

founding spirit of willingness to take on chall enges, determ nati on,
sel fl essness and the willingness to die for a cause.

Dr Mahathir said Umo's great acconplishnments in the 54 years of its
exi stence and in the history of the Malays were still fragile.

"A slight touch may cause it to crack and break. Once broken, believe
me, the Malays will come tunbling down too," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said the attitude and conduct of Umo nenbers thensel ves
woul d deternine the continuity of the Malay civilisation built by Umo.

"As such it is vital that we ensure that Umo | eaders and nmenbers do
not behave as inheritors merely scranbling for positions but as
nati on-buil ders equal | y dedi cated as Umo's founding fathers,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was aware that the opposition would capitalise on
Umo's efforts to rid itself of corruption and noney politics to portray
that Umo was graft-ridden.

In fact, he said corruption within Umo was not as bad as nmade out by

t he opposition because Umo nenbers still regarded corruption as a crine
and committing a corrupt practice would be shaneful.
"The situation is still redeemable, God willing. However, a preventive

approach is required to ward off such evil before it spreads and becones
part of our culture," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said if Umo accepted corruption as a normal practice, the
party may get a president or a prinme mnister buying over the posts.

Many countries, upon gaining i ndependence, could not be devel oped at
all as the | eaders pilfered and stashed away governnent funds abroad, he
sai d.

"Umo can still honour its pledges to the people, to the Mal ays and the
ot her Bumiputeras and to religion and the country,"” said Dr Mahathir to the



appl ause of the del egat es.

He called on party nenbers to sustain such capability to deliver the
goods besi des cl eansi ng Umo of all mal practices, including corruption.

He said: "W've just progressed a little, W're still unsafe. The
colonisers are awaiting. W already have traitors assisting themto
re-col oni se us."

"Just for little noney and because we are hard up for positions, are we
willing to sell off the Malays and the country?" he asked.

Dr Mahathir said if Umo were to continue furthering its cause, its
younger nenbers would have to bring in changes while the party el ders
should willingly give themthe space.

Dr Mahathir said by Umo accepting younger menbers and | eaders into its
fold early, they would in turn be able to fully enbrace the Umo cause.

However, he said, having i ncapable people to | ead Umo woul d al so
weaken t he Umo- | ed governnent.

"The consequence of having a di sabled Umo | eadership is a destroyed
nation. In other words, Umo has to be preserved as only Umo has the
policies and the approach that can devel op the country besi des redeem ng
raci al and national pride dented for 450 years," he said.

The prinme mnister said no one had the right to stop Ml ays from
j oining Umo and descri bed those attenpting that as betrayi ng Umo and t he
future of the Ml ays.

On the proposed establishment of Puteri Umo as an off-shoot of the
party's wonen's wing, Dr Mahathir said it was not because there were
obstacl es to younger Ml ay wonen j oi ni ng Vani ta Umo.

"The party is nmuch indebted to the wonmen's wing and has no intention at
all to weaken it with the establishnment of Puteri Umo," he said.

The assenbly then deliberated behind cl osed doors.
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