17 OCT 2000
Mahat hi r - Asem
DR MAHATHI R CONFI RVMS HE |'S ATTENDI NG ASEM

LANGKAW, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said he will be attending the Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) in Seou
this week.

He confirmed this at a joint press conference with visiting |Indonesian
Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid at the Sheraton Perdana Hotel here today.

Asked to comment on specul ation that he was ski pping the neeting, Dr
Mahat hir said: "That was only a runour...Yes |I'mattending.”

Asked whet her he and Abdurrahnman di scussed Asem at their neeting here
earlier, Dr Mahathir said they did not.

The I ndonesi an president arrived here this afternoon for infornmal talks
with Dr Mahathir to further enhance I ndonesi a-Mal aysia ties.

The 3rd Asem started yesterday and will end on Monday.

On his talks with Abdurrahman, Dr Mahat hir said they had a very good
di scussi on covering a nunber of areas.

"We found that there is no disagreenent on our part. We di scussed about
t he I ndonesi an workers here and how we should formalise this thing," he
sai d.

He said the two countries also discussed possible cooperation in
pronoting | ndonesia's Batam | sland as an Asean city.

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a al so agreed to continue cooperation in oil and
gas expl oration and production.

Dr Mahat hir and Abdurrahman | ed their respective del egations to the
bilateral talks lasting al nbst an hour.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and his
| ndonesi an counterpart Alwi Shihab al so attended the talks.

Abdurrahman said I ndonesia wanted to | earn nore about the free trade
zones opened i n Langkawi and Labuan.

On the proposed depl oynent of a United Nations nission to West Tinor,
Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a understood | ndonesia's concern over its
sovereignty regarding the matter.

The prime minister said Indonesia itself would resolve the i ssue and he
believed that the republic had made some decisions relating to it which
woul d not inpinge on its sovereignty.

Today' s neeting between Dr Mahathir and Abdurrahman fol | owed an
under st andi ng between themto hold informal discussions every six nonths to
strengthen bilateral ties.

They last net in Jakarta in March.

"I think that this discussion has proven very useful and we will
continue to discuss when we neet every year in each other's country so that
rel ati onshi p between Mal aysi a and | ndonesia will continue to be productive
and profitable for both countries," said Dr Mahathir.

Toni ght, the prime mnister hosted a dinner for the Indonesian | eader
and his del egation at the hotel.

Abdurrahman, who is acconpanied by wife Sinta Nuriyah, is scheduled to
| eave for Hong Kong tonobrrow enroute to Seoul for the Asem
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