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MAHATHI R- WAJA
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES ALL- NEW PROTON WAJA

SHAH ALAM May 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today | aunched the first-ever Ml aysi an-desi gned car, Proton Wj a.

The fam |l y-oriented car was devel oped with a RM70-nmi|lion budget and
1.7-m | lion engineering man-hours.

The Prime M nister |aunched the 1.6-litre version of the car in a
glittering ceremony at the Mal awati stadi um here.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the new | ogo for Proton.

Al so present at the launch were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah, Cabinet
M ni sters, Proton chairnman Tan Sri Mhd Sal eh Sul ong and its chi ef
executive officer Tengku Dat uk Paduka Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

The car energed froma chall enge nade by the Prime Mnister in 1996
that Proton shoul d design and produce its own car at affordable prices.

The sedan woul d be avail able on the road from Decenber and its sales
volune is estinated at 40,000 to 50,000 units per year.

As part of the | aunch cerenony, Mhd Sal eh Sul ong presented Dr Mahathir
with the keys to the first Proton Waja which was | ater handed over to The
Nati onal Science Centre.

The director of the centre, Dr Sharifah Barlian Aidid, received the
keys fromthe Prime Mnister on behalf of the centre. -- BERNAMVA
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