16 JUL 2000
Mahat hi r - Mat hew
DR MAHATH R MEETS FALLEN HERO MATHEW S FAM LY

KUCHI NG July 16 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister today net menbers of
the | ate Mat hew anak Medan, a nenber of the Special Force, killed while
bei ng hel d hostage by a group of crimnals in Sauk, Perak, |ast week.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who was acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali spent sone time with the |ate Mathew s father Medan
anak Nunjing, 61, and not her Ladun anak Ngumbang, 60, at the State Assenbly
Bui | di ng before adjourning for an all community | uncheon held in
conjunction with his three-day official visit to Sarawak.

The Prinme M nister told Mathew s parents that the country was very
grateful to the famly which is from Nanga Tada, Kanowit, in Sarikei
Di vi si on.

The nation was grateful to the family for allowi ng Mathew to join the
mlitary and for enduring the tragedy of the death of this warrior in the
course of the defence of the nation against threats fromthe eneny, the
Prinme M nister said.

An enmotional Prine Mnister said no effort would now restore Mathew to
his parents and he expressed the hope that they woul d take courage and be
patient in the face of this tragedy.

Medan expressed his hope to the Prime Mnister that his son's killer or
killers would be punished according to the | aw.

He al so nade a request to the Prime Mnister that he be allowed to see
his son's killer or killers.

The Prime M nister al so handed over a personal donation to the fanily
of the | ate Mathew.

Dr Siti Hasnmah in her capacity as President of Bakti (Welfare
Associ ati on of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters) presented RVb, 000
to the famly.

Sarawak Chief M nister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud al so nmade a personal
donation. The Chief Mnister's wife Puan Sri Laila Taib donated RV, 000 to
the fanmuly fromthe Association of Mnisters and Assistant Mnisters of
Sarawak (Sabati). The Dayak Cul tural Association al so handed over RW, 000.
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