19/ 03/ 2000

Dr Mahathir qualifies for bid to retain Umo presidency

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad secured four nore
nomi nati ons today, qualifying himto contest for the Umo presidency in
the May 11 party el ecti ons.

The nom nations cane fromthe Beaufort, Tenom and Libaran divisions in
Sabah and Bakri in Johor. This brings to 51 the nunmber of nom nations he
has received since the divisional neetings conmenced on March 2.

Vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi al so had four nore

nom nations to bring his tally to 51. Abdullah, who is carrying out the
duties of deputy president, has already qualified to contest the nunber
two post.

To contest the presidency, a candidate nmust obtain at |east 50

nom nati ons (30 per cent) while a candidate for deputy president needs 33
(20 per cent).

More than one-fourth of the 165 divisions have held their neetings so
far.

Kel antan State Unmo Liai son chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah was al so
proposed at the Beaufort division in Sabah and the Bakri division in Miar,
but the nove was rejected by nenbers.

He has only recei ved one nomi nation each for the post of president and
deputy president - both from Tanah Merah in Kel ant an.

The Jeli division (in Kelantan) and Gik (Perak) had nom nated himfor

Vi ce- presi dent, while Padang Besar picked himfor a suprene council seat.
Front-runni ng vice-presidential candidate Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
continued to renmain the favourite for the party's third highest post.
Nom nations for Najib rose to 49 when all four divisions which net today
gave their support.

Naji b, an incunbent, is followed by Johor Umo chief and Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman, who has obtai ned 31 nominations - two from
Beauf ort and Bakri today.

Bot h have surpassed the m ni mumrequirenment of nom nations fromat | east
10 per cent of the entire 165 divisions or 17 divisions to qualify for
contest of the elected three third hi ghest posts.

Sabah Umo chief and Chief Mnister Datuk Seri OGsu Sukam needs two nore
nomi nations to qualify for the post; suprene council menber Datuk Seri
Syed Ham d Al bar needed five nore and Negri Senbilan Umo chi ef and
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd | sa Abdul Samad requires an additional seven.
Anot her 26 divisions will hold their neetings tonorrow.

Acting Umo Youth chief Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n obt ai ned

nom nations for the novenent's top post fromall the 14 Umo Youth

di vi sions which net today, bringing his tally to 95.

Yout h executive council nermber Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir received
12 nom nations for the youth's second hi ghest post today, bringing the
total number of nom nations for himso far to 74.

Anot her aspirant for the noverment's nunber two position, exco nmenber
Zein Isma Ismail, today received two nom nations bringing his tally to 17.
He needs 25 divisions or 15 per cent of the 165 divi sions.

Wanita Umo former chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz has obtained 55 for the
wani ta nunber one post, including nine today, while i ncunbent Datuk Dr
Siti Zaharah Sul ai man recei ved 37, including seven today.

For the position of Wanita Umo vice-head, incunbent Datuk Napsi ah Onar
recei ved ni ne nom nations, including one today.



Supreme council menber Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil now has 56 whil eAi non
Khai ri yah Datuk Mohd Abas, who is Perak Wanita Umo head got 27 incl uding
five today.
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