01 DEC 2000
Mahat hi r - Suqi u
DR MAHATHI R SAYS HI'S CRI TI Cl SM WAS NOT DI RECTED AT ALL CHI NESE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
his criticismagainst several groups for their extrene course of action
shoul d not be viewed as a criticismagainst all Chinese or even for that
matter, all Malays.

He said he was perplexed as to why he was bl amed for criticising the
Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sations El ecti on Appeal s Conmittee (Sugiu) when he
had also criticised a group of Malay extrem sts |ike the Al -Munah.

"I hope the Chinese will not feel that, when | criticise a group of
(Chinese) extremsts, I"'mcriticising all of them If | criticise the
Al -Ma' aunah, it doesn't nean that | amcriticising all Malays...l can't be
angry with all Mlays," he said after the Umo Suprerme Council neeting here
t oday.

He was asked to comment on remarks nade by Suprene Council nenber Datuk
Shahrir Sarmad in Mal aysi aki ni .comyesterday, attributing Dr Mahathir's
criticismagainst the Chinese as one of the factors contributing to the
defeat of the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the Lunas by-el ection in Kedah | ast
Wednesday.

The Prime Mnister said his criticismwas directed at a certain group
and not at the Chinese comunity as a whole.

Dr Mahathir said the BN, in particular the MCA and Gerakan, woul d be
asked to continue with efforts to explain to the Chinese community severa
i ssues such as the Vision School concept which was used by the opposition
to win over Chinese votes in the Lunas by-el ection

He said this was necessary so that the small group of Chinese
extrem sts in education would not be able to exert influence on the
community on such issues as well as other issues relating to the Chinese
conmuni ty.

"After this, we will continue with our efforts to provide information
so that the Chinese, who have been living in peace and harnony, will not be
i nfluenced by these extrem sts," he said.

He said the MCA and Gerakan probably failed to convince the Chinese in
Lunas that the Vision School, which the governnment wanted to i npl enent, was
actually for the good of all comunities in the country.

The Prime M nister said these Chinese extrem sts had been a problemto
the country for years, always pressuring the comunity especially during
el ection.

"When it's time for elections, they will incite (the Chinese) and
pressure (the governnent). | can't accept this...pressure fromny
col | eagues, yes but fromthese extremsts, | will not permt," he said

He said the Chinese in Mal aysia had gained alot fromthe facilities
provi ded by the governnment such as being able to set up their own Chinese
school s and free to use their own | anguage, unlike in countries like the
United States, England where such schools were non-existent.

"But in Malaysia, we give them Chinese schools and they can use their
own | anguage. W also do not try to Islamse the Chinese," he said.

There was al so no restriction inposed on other comunities, |like the
Mal ays, wanting to study in Chinese schools and the Chi nese conmmunity
shoul d be thankful for what the governnment had gi ven them he said.
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