21 NOV 2000
LI D- MAHATHI R ( GODFATHER)
DR MAHATHI R SAYS MALAYSI A IS NOT A " GODFATHER®

LANGKAW , Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
di sm ssed suggestions that Malaysia is acting like a "godfather” to African
countries participating in the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue (LID).

The Prime Mnister said the truth is that Ml aysi a does not have a
system of "godfather" and instead nmenber countries play the |leading role
whenever they host the Southern Africa International Dial ogue (SAID)

SAIDis the "sister dialogue” of LIDand is held annually in Africa.

"W don't have a system of godfather, but we nove fromcountry to
country and each country plays the |l eading role when it becomes the host,"
he told a press conference at the end of the | eaders' dial ogue of LID 2000
her e.

Dr Mahathir was asked on reports that sone European countries are
feeling threatened by the possible economc inpact resulting fromLID and
are accusing Mal aysia of being like a "godfather" to African countries.
Several foreign | eaders were present at the press conference.

Dr Mahathir said when a country played host, naturally it would play a
bi gger role than others.

"I'n Maputo, Mozanbi que played the leading role; the sane applied to
Zi mbabwe, Nami bia and Botswana," said Dr Mahathir, the prine nover in the
birth of LIDfive years ago.

Mozanbi que hosted SAID in August this year, while the other three
African nations were the previous hosts.

Asked why ot her Asian countries were not included in the smart
partnership di al ogues, Dr Mahathir said Japan, Thailand and Si ngapore had
partici pated before, but obviously the organisers cannot get all of them at
the sane tinme due to their busy schedul es and ot her commitnents.

"Supachai Panitchpakdi (Thai Foreign Mnister) was here before but
Thailand i s busy preparing for election. Qur Deputy Prine Mnister also has
a by-election to |l ook after,” he said.

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, the Deputy Prinme M nister, was
scheduled to chair two sessions here but had to skip themto canpaign for
the Bari san Nasional candidate in the Lunas state by-el ection.

Nom nation for the by-election was hel d t oday.

Bot swana President Festus G Moygae defended Mal aysia's role in the
Smart Partnership novenent, saying that African nations were interested in
some of the programmes undertaken here.

"The idea (LID) originated fromhere. W have |inks because of the
Conmmonweal th |ink due to col onisation and you have nmulti-ethnic (society)
like we have in Africa," he told the press conference.

Mbgae said while African nations admired the perfornance of Asian
countries |like Taiwan, South Korea and Si ngapore, they |ooked upon Ml aysi a
as a nodel due to its nmulti-ethnic popul ation.

"Mal aysi a faces the sane type of problemlike we do, one ethnic group
econom cal ly nore advanced than another and the governnent is trying to
balance it...that's the sane problemin Africa," he said.

Di al ogues such as LID and SAID enabl ed the participating countries to
conpare notes and | earn fromeach other on how to overcone such probl ens,
he sai d.

"When | cane here | ast year, Dr Zeti (Akhtar Aziz) was a Deputy
Governor. Now she is the (Bank Negara) CGovernor. W were the first country
to have a wonman Governor...now | can claimyou learn fromus," he said in
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