03 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Congr essnen
DR MAHATHI R Tl CKS OFF US CONGRESSMEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the US congressnen who filed a resolution calling for
the retrial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimdo not understand the rule of |aw

"It looks to ne that they do not understand what is right and what is
wrong. Actually, these people should not be congressnen...they are not fit
to become congressnen in the nost powerful country in the world.

"If that is the kind of congressnan they have, | amsorry for them" he
sai d when asked to comment of the resolution filed by congressnen and wonen
on Cct 27 calling on the Ml aysian governnment to dismss all charges
agai nst Anwar and hold a retrial.

Keadi | an president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |snmail yesterday
adm tted that a novenent headed by one of her top lieutenants was in charge
of | obbying the congressnmen and wonen to file the resol ution.

Dr Mahat hir, who was speaking after |aunching R da-Mara Gol den Jubil ee
cel eberations at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, said the rule of |aw
does not permt the prine mnister or the governnent to order a retrial

"If they want a retrial, they will have to | ook for provisions in our
| aws whereby a retrial is permtted,"” he said.

The prime minister said if he were to order a retrial, it would nmean
that he had no confidence in the judges and had to renove them

He said Mal aysia was not bothered with the resolution because it could
do no harmto the country but was ashanmed with the act of its own people
asking other country to attack the country.

"This is something that is reasonable treachery. You go to other people
(and) ask themto attack your country in whatever way...that is wong," he
sai d.
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