11/ 02/ 2000

Dr Mahathir to be first speaker at 10th Unctad neeting i n Bangkok

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |
be the first speaker at the 10th neeting of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devel opnent (Unctad), beginning this Saturday in Bangkok.

He is also scheduled to attend the Asean-UN and Asean-Japan sunmits
which will be held in conjunction with the 10th Unct ad.

"Dr Mahathir's speech will be on globalisation, the financia
architecture, free trade, devel opnent and matters of interest to
Mal aysi a," Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar told reporters
t oday.

Syed Hani d was speaking after presenting his mnistry's excellent
servi ce awards at Dewan Puspanita here.

"The Asean-UN summt neeting will discuss the new m |l enniumand the
rol e of Asean and the UN

"As we nove into the future, what is the role of Asean? How can we pl ay
a greater role in order to influence the globalisation process which is
unst oppabl e, " he sai d.

How do we create a new financial and economic reginme that woul d take
into account the interests of devel oping nations?," Syed Ham d added.

He said the 10th Unctad woul d be attended by the Mnistry of
International Trade and Industry led by its deputy ninister Datuk Kerk
Choo Ti ng.

Asked if any neetings between Dr Mahathir and | eaders attending the 10th
Unctad had been set on the sidelines, Syed Hamid said this would be
det erm ned based on requests and needs.

"The nmeetings are all round-table affairs and therefore nultilateral, b "
he sai d.

Asked if the issue of East Tinor would be raised at the Asean- UN neeti ng
he said it could crop up during discussions on regional and politica
security.

Syed Hanmi d said East Tinor | eader Xanana Gusnmao had during his visit
here call ed on non-governnental organisations to help in the
reconstruction of the ravaged territory.

Gusrmao al so said that the nedia could assist the NGOs by helping to
channel aid to the right places.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports that Dr Mahathir will officially open the new
Mal aysi an embassy conplex in the Thai capital tonorrow upon arrival here
to attend the 10th Unctad

Mal aysi an anbassador to Thail and Datuk Syed Ariff Fadzillah said in
Bangkok today that construction of the facility synbolised the close
rel ati ons between the two nei ghbouring countri es.

The project was jointly undertaken by Ml aysian construction firm
Percon and Siam Syntech of Thail and.

"It underscores the phil osophy of co-operation via joint-ventures
bet ween comnpani es fromboth countries," he told Ml aysian journalists
covering the Unctad neeting.

Syed Ariff said although the conpl ex was conpleted in Decenber 1998, it
woul d only be appropriate for the Prine Mnister to open it officially.

The conpl ex, anobng ot hers, houses the chancery building, the
anbassador's residence and mission staff quarters.
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