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DR MAHATHI R TO CONTRI BUTE TO UVNO EVEN AFTER RETI REMENT

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
pl edged to continue serving Umo even after he retires as Prime Mnister
t hrough his i deas and know edge gai ned during his years in service to the
country and the party.

"BEven if | amnot the Prine Mnister, whatever know edge that | have
and that | can contribute to the party, I will do so,"” the Umo president
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked if he was comitted to handi ng over
the Prine Mnister's post to his successor just before the next genera
el ection.

"Whet her just before or long before, it will depend on our assessnent,"”
sai d.

Dr Mahathir was reported as saying just after the 1999 general election
that this would be his last termin office. Dr Mahathir became Prine
M nister in 1981, succeedi ng Tun Hussein Onn.

Speaking in an exclusive year-end interview with Bernana at the Prine
M nister's Departnent in Putrajaya | ast Tuesday, Dr Mahathir however said
he "cannot just desert the party and |l eave just like that."

Dr Mahathir said he was nade the Prinme Mnister and Umo president with
the support of the party and when the tinme came for himto | eave office, he
woul d still have to continue supporting the party.

Asked in what capacity he would Iike to serve the party, he said it
coul d be in whatever form

"May be if they need to ask nme any question about anything, | wil
prepared to answer. If they want me to do sone work.... perhaps | wil
it if I can," he said.

However, Dr Mahathir did not say when he woul d hand over the
prem ership to his successor and he gave his reasons.

"The reason why | keep people guessing is that any hint | make about ny
st eppi ng down or whatever, it will have an effect on the econony and the
market. And | don't want ny personal choice to have an effect on the
mar ket , " he sai d.

On suggestions that his departure would | eave the country w t hout
someone with his kind of capabilities and calibre, Dr Mahathir said: "No, I
don't think so (because) each Prinme Mnister is different fromthe other,
his way of working, his style and his delivery."

Dr Mahathir said it did not nmean that if he was no | onger the Prinme
M ni ster, everything would grind to a halt.

"Things will be done but they will be done differently," he said.

He said the only thing that would be a conmon feature was that the
Bari san Nasi onal and Umo woul d continue with the sane kind of policies,
"perhaps with some slight inprovenents here and there but basically they
will be the sanme policies.”

Dr Mahathir said he found it quite strange that on the one hand certain
groups seened to condemm himas a dictator and on the other hand, these
groups clained that when he retired there woul d be no one el se to repl ace
hi m

"So there is a contradictory viewon this," he said.

He said whether one liked it or not, one day he had to go. "If | drop
dead | won't be around, sonebody has to take over," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the present |eadership had prepared Umo for that



eventuality.

"If I go, then there are people who will take over fromme. The
succession is deternned," he said.

On Opposition clainms that he was maki ng decisions for the country
wi t hout consulting his Cabinet Mnisters, Dr Mahathir said it was not true.

"It is a comment arising fromwong perception. The Opposition has
always tried to |l abel nme as a dictator, as soneone who deci des and does not
care about the views of others.”

Dr Mahathir said as Prine Mnister, he put forward ideas but it was up
to the Cabinet to decide whether to accept themor not.

"If the Cabi net does not accept, then of course the idea will not see
the Iight of day and these things people never know. They only see
deci sions that are agreed to by the Cabinet.

He said that at all Cabinet nmeetings, the mnisters would give their
vi ews and nake suggestions and they woul d then be debated to see if the
suggesti ons were wor kabl e.

"There are processes within the Cabinet roomand as you know Cabi net
nmeetings are secret. We don't go and film Cabi net sessions. But | can
assure you that everybody does speak and sonetines | tell themwe don't
have enough tine."

"So, to assune that | amthe only one laying down the lawis wong and
the (opposition) conment is based on wrong assunption,” Dr Mahathir added.
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