09 NOV 2000
Apec- Putin
DR MAHATHI R TO HOLD TALKS W TH RUSSI AN PRESI DENT PUTI N

By: Mohd Nasir Yusof

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad is schedul ed to hold bilateral talks with Russian
President Viadimr Putin on the sidelines of the two-day APEC sunmmi t
begi nning here on Nov 15.

Their neeting, scheduled for the evening of Nov 16, will be at Daru
Tagwa Guest house in Jerudong where Dr Mahathir will reside during his stay
here.

According to Mal aysian officials, both | eaders are expected to discuss
matters of bilateral inportance including trade and gl obal issues.

The Prinme Mnister is scheduled to arrive here on Tuesday for the
summt to be chaired by Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei Darussal am

Al'l | eaders of the 21 Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (APEC)
econom es are scheduled to arrive here on Nov 14.

Apart fromthe nmeeting with Putin, Dr Mahathir is also expected to hold
bilateral neetings with several |eaders of devel opi ng economi es.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz wll
be here on Sunday for the 12th APEC M nisterial Meeting.

She will hold two press conferences for the Ml aysi an nedi a on Sunday
and Monday to highlight Ml aysia s agenda for the neeting.

Al'l the neetings will be at the newl y-renovated B$90 mllion
I nternati onal Convention Centre (ICC).

The centre, sprawls over 40,000 sgq netres and has a hall that can
accommodat e 5, 000 peopl e.

Preparations for the ninisterial neeting will be finalised at an
informal senior officials' nmeeting (SOV), which would deliberate for two
days fromtonorrow. It will be the fourth and final SOMfor APEC this year

Mal aysi a' s del egation to the APEC 2000 neeting conprises 27 officials
as well as another 27 print and el ectronic nedia personnel.
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