19/ 10/ 2000
Dr Mahathir to neet with EC chi ef

Nur ai na Samad in Seoul

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad i s schedul ed to neet

Eur opean Conmi ssi on presi dent Romano Prodi here on Friday on t he sidelines
of the Asia-Europe Meeting or AsemlII|I.

Mal aysi an officials said Dr Mahathir's neeting with Prodi woul d be for
about 30 minutes. He is al so schedul ed to neet his Luxenbourg counterpart
Jean- Cl aude Juncker.

Asi an and Eur opean | eaders often hold bilateral tal ks on the sidelines
of Asem an informal process of dial ogue and co-operation bringing
t oget her the 15 European Uni on nenber States and t he Eur opean Commi ssi on
with 10 Asian countries,

Dr Mahat hir, who arrives here this evening, joins nine the | eaders for
the two-day summit which begins Cct 20.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Abdul Hanmid Albar will be attending the
M nisterial Preparatory Meeting. He i s expected to represent Dr Mahathir
at the Asian Leaders' Meeting in the evening.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad
sai d yesterday that the | eaders are expected to approve t hree docunents -
the chai rman's statenent, the draft of the Seoul Decl arati on for Peace on
t he Korean Peninsul ar and the Asi a Europe Co-operation Framework 2000
( AECF 2000).

Abdul Kadir said the draft on the Seoul declaration for peace woul d be
the first docurment the | eaders woul d be | ooki ng at.

The AECF 2000, he said, is the plan of action for Asemfor the next few
years.

He said the senior officials held a "co-ordination neeting"” this
afternoon to prepare the drafts for the Mnisters who will begin their
neeti ng tonorrow.

Abdul Kadir said there will be three cl osed sessions during which
di al ogues on political, trade and i nvestment and cul tural co-operation.
WII be held respectively.
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