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DR MAHATHI R URGES MUSLI M NATI ONS TO AVO D PAST M STAKES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
chastised some Muslimcountries for not |earning | essons fromthe past as
dangers of gl obalisation continue to breathe down their neck.

The Prime Mnister said history had shown over and over again that the
m st akes nade through the ages were rather sinmlar and as a result, Mislim
countries kept on paying the same price.

He said in the past, Islamwas successful in uniting a divided people
who eventually led to the creation of a huge Muslimenpire and civilisation
stretching fromChina to Spain

"But the process of world |slamsation was halted because the Mislins
began to revert to their pre-Islanc ways. They began to quarrel and fight
each other, setting up little kingdons, rejecting their loyalty to Islamin
favour of loyalty to their local rulers and states.

"They becane engrossed in the interpretations and fornmul ati on of
Islamic | aws and quarrell ed over who was right and who was wong. Each
tried to outdo the other in their religious fervour," he said when openi ng
the 27th session of the Islamc Conference of Foreign Mnisters (I CFM
her e.

Dr Mahathir said preoccupied with their endl ess debates on Islanic | aws
and practices, Muslins neglected their defences conpletely and over tine,
the Muslimarm es weakened and their territories fell into non-Mislimhands
one by one.

He said the religion also taught that Islam c brotherhood was a
prerequisite for survival and success.

The Muslimcivilisation, he said, was once the npst advanced and
powerful, thanks to the early Muslins' adherence to the teachings of |slam
to seek know edge whi ch enabl ed themto conquer the sciences, mathematics
and the arts of previous civilisations.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins later rejected the pursuit of know edge ot her
than those concerned purely with the Islamc religion.

They failed to notice changes that were taking place in Europe brought
about by the know edge the Europeans acquired fomthe Muslins which led to
the I ndustrial Revolution, he said.

"And so when the Industrial Age cane, Muslins had no part init. In
fact, they rejected it as the creation of the devil. Mislimindustries
regressed, their hand-crafted products unable to chall enge those of Europe.

"The unfortunate thing is that the Muslins faced a need to use the
products of Western industries. Certainly, they needed the nodern weapons
that the West devel oped, " he said.

It was clear that the Muslinms were behind the rest of the world in the
quest for know edge, resulting in their inability to develop their
countries and conpete with even newer devel oped ones, added Dr Mahathir
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