13/ 11/ 2000

Dr Mahathir: Israel's actions agai nst Pal estinians an assault on Islamc
unity

Farush Khan in Doha
DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said Israel's "cowardly acts” in killing
i nnocent Pal estinians were an assault on Muslimhonour and unity.

The Prine M nister said it was sad that Muslimcountries which made up
nmore than a third of the nenbership of the United Nations, watched
hel pl essly as I srael continued "with inpunity and arrogance” to kill the
i nnocent .

"Such is the dire state of Muslimcountries that we are unable to
respond effectively to the chall enge posed by the cowardly acts of
Israel," he said at the ninth Islam c sumit conference here.

Dr Mahat hir spoke on behal f of the Asian group

The three-day sunmit which began yesterday is attended by | eaders of the
56 Organi sation of |slam c Conference nenber countri es.

He said the current devel opnent in the Mddle East called for unity and
solidarity w thin the unmah.

"What i s happening to the Pal estinians coul d obviously happen to us
al so. I ndeed in Yugosl avi a and Chechnya and el sewhere it i s happeni ng.
Must we wait until all of us are ground into the ground before we
appreci ate the need to act?"

Dr Mahathir said to ensure the OCrenewed its rel evance and
ef fectiveness, reformnust be rooted in a new consensus anong Gover nment s.

"I amkeenly aware of the conplexities of the task. Its success requires
changes i n structure and net hodol ogy or work. It nust involve nutually
reinforcing actions by Governments and by the secretariat."

He also said it was high time O C countries enhanced trade and econom ¢
co- operati on anong t henmsel ves.

Dr Mahathir said a well-planned programre could pronote Muslimdirect
investment (MDI) in OCcountries.

He said under this plan, Musliminvestors in capital-rich countries
shoul d be encouraged to invest in Miuslimcountries with know how and
technol ogy but | acking in capital.

Entrepreneurs in these countries can al so teamup to i nvest in resource-
rich Muslimcountries which lack both capital and skills.

Many products now inported by Miuslimcountries can be sourced fromot her
Musl i mcountries wi thout sacrificing quality or cost.

He said to drawinvestnments and i ndustries to Musli mcountries, the
i nvestnent environnment needed to be attractive.

"Changi ng condi ti ons al ready agreed upon when an i nvest nent was nmade for
what ever reasons, including political, will discourage further
i nvestnments. |Internal problens shoul d not be taken out on FDI or MDI."

Acknowl edgi ng that the Islam ¢ Devel opnent Bank had been doi ng a good
job in project financing, he said it could do nore in countries facing
difficulty gaining access to funds.

"The I sl am ¢ banki ng systemcan ensure that the banks maintain an active
interest in the affairs of the enterprises.”

He said should the O Credefine and refocus itself to keep up with the
times, the ummh over the next 20 to 30 years m ght be able to adjust to
the gl obalised world and the I nformati on Age.

The Prime Mnister said it was the "bounden duty" of |eaders of the OC
countries to "ensure that this will happen".

He ended his speech by offering to host the 10th session of the



triennial Islanm c Sutmmit Conference i n Kual a Lunpur in 2003. Ganbi a has
al so made the offer.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke on the differences anong the Muslins and the
difficulties encountered by the O Cin the past which had, for the nost
part, been due to conflict of interests, ideology and the desire for
hegenony by menber states thensel ves.

"We shoul d forget all these. None of us are going to succeed in forcing
the billion Muslins to be standardi sed accordi ng to our wi sh.

"We shoul d accept our differences and focus instead on co-operation
anong us."

The reformof the O C, he said, should be directed towards strengthening
itsrole, particularly inline wth the theme of this sunmt - Peace and
Devel opnent .

( END)
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