11/ 11/ 2000

Dr Mahathir: MC man will contest

GURUN, Thurs. - The Bari san Nasi onal candi date for the Lunas by-el ection
will be fromthe MC, BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad confi r med
t oday.

"I't will be given to MC, unless they do not have a candi date,” he said
when asked whet her the party woul d be given the seat.

He was speaking to reporters after opening a sem nar on snart
partnership for the devel opnent of Kedah, here.

The Lunas State seat, held by the M C since 1990, fell vacant foll ow ng
the death of Dr Joe Fernandez on Nov 4.

State BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Syed Razak had earlier said that despite
Lunas being a traditional MC seat, there was no guarantee the BN
candi date woul d be fromthe party this tine around.

Dr Mahat hir sai d he woul d be neeting M C presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu to di scuss the candi dacy.

Meanwhi | e, the DAP has identified three candidates, including a doctor.
The ot her two shortlisted are M Kathiravel o who contested on the
Qpposition ticket in Lunas and | ost, and S. Neel anmekan who | ost to Dat uk
Dr K. Rajapathy for the Prai State seat.

In the | ast general election, Kathiravel o polled 5,060 votes to Dr
Fernandez' s 9, 760 vot es. Two i ndependent candi dates, | brahi mMl Rashi di
coll ected 2,158 votes and N. Letchumanan secured 87 votes.

The DAP has appointed its deputy secretary-general M Kual asegaran as
the election director to co-ordi nate the canpai gn.
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