30/ 04/ 2000
Dr Mahat hir urges dakwah organi sations to be open-ni nded

Farush Khan; |zatun Hani m Shari

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
call ed on dakwah organi sations to be open-ninded in their struggles and be
willing to accept the views of others in the interest of Islamand
Musl i s,

He said while different groups mght have different struggles, they had
the conmmon goal to devel op the Muslimcomunity.

Addr essi ng | eaders of 80 dakwah-rel ated non-governnental organisations
during lunch at Islamc Arts Museumhere, the Prine Mnister said if they
were not prepared to di scuss anong each other, their activities m ght be
"duplicated".

The lunch was held in conjunction with the first nmeeting of the Islamc
wel f are organi sati ons whi ch was opened by Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul t an
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah

Al so present were the Raja Pernmaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah and
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hanid
O hman.

The neeting was to strengthen ties anbng the bodi es and enabl e their
representatives to discuss their roles in ensuring the success of the
Musl i ns.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident their main goal was to ensure the
success of Muslinms. Probably, he said, there was also the desire to repeat
t he success of the Islanmic civilisation era.

"Sonme people say if we are not equi pped with nodern know edge we wil |l
not achieve that desire, while others think that know edge i s not
necessary."

Dr Mahathir said the dakwah bodi es shoul d neet and di scuss approaches
they coul d take together to achieve their comobn goal

"I have no forrmula for you to succeed but | believe if there are open
di scussi ons, you can achieve the goal. If you are united and work towards
the success of Muslins, we can perhaps, repeat our glorious past."”

The Prime M nister pointed out that being tol erant, considerate and
willing to accept the views of others were inportant.

"Organi sations should not think that only their views are right and the
views of others are wong and shoul d be rejected.

"I sl am encour ages brot herhood, but if we are prepared to disunite just
because of differences of opinions, our strength will be eroded. If we are
divided into small groups we will then becone weaker."

As such, it was very inmportant for all Muslins and Islamc welfare
bodies to be tolerant in accepting, considering and using ot her approaches
as well and that they should not be too fanatic or factional in their
di scussi ons.

He said nost Miuslinms spoke with nostal gia of the glory days of the
Islamic civilisation and expressed a desire to regain such excel |l ence but
up to now this had not been achi eved.

Thi s was because of conflicting opinions, with sone Miuslins feeling that
command of nodern knowel dge was necessary while others felt it was not
necessary and that they should return to the era of 1,400 years ago.

Di sunity, he said, would only cause Muslins to be | eft behind.

( END)
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