14/ 10/ 2000

Dr Mahathir to join world | eaders at Asem Three

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad j oi ns

| eaders of 10 Asi an and 15 Eur opean Uni on menber countries at the third
Asi a- Europe Meeting or Asemlll in Seoul, South Korea fromOQCct 20 to 21 to
di scuss wi de-rangi ng i ssues.

Inthe Mal aysi an del egation will be Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Abdul Ham d Al bar and I nternational Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz.

Billed the First Asemin the MIlennium this informal forumof dial ogue
and co-operation, in which the European Conmi ssion also sits, is expected
to further strengthen inter-continental relations covering political,
economi ¢ and cul tural areas.

This is the third Asemsince the first held in Bangkok in 1996. The
second was hel d in London in 1998. The venue of biennial nmeeting rotates
bet ween Eur opean and Asian cities. The fourth, after Seoul, will be held
i n Copenhagen in 2002.

Wth the exception of Vietnanese Prine M nister Phan Van Khai, all other
| eaders of Asemhave confirnmed attendance to the summit, thened
"Partnership for Prosperity and Stability in the NewM || enni uni.

For Sout h Korea, hosting this round could not have cone at a significant
tinme in the wake of grow ng rapport between the two Koreas.

The Seoul sunmmit is expected to address the future directions of the
Asemprocess into the first decade of the new century.
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