12/ 09/ 2000
Dr Mahathir to concentrate nore on Umo affairs

Shanmsul Akmar; Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today sai d he woul d
now concentrate nore on Umo's affairs than the Governnment, adding that it
was part of the transition process of the national |eadership.

Therefore, the Prine Mnister said, he mght not take part in sone
governnent functions and woul d | eave the tasks to his deputy (Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ) .

"I will personally be concentrating nore on the party rather than the
Gover nnent. Maybe there are governnent functions which | will not attend.

"On the other hand, the Deputy Prinme Mnister will take over. This is an
effort to nake easier the process of transition of the national
| eadership," Dr Mahathir said after chairing the Umo suprene counci
neeting here today.

Earlier, he said the council also discussed at | ength the renewal of
Umo' s menbership to ensure that nore youths joined the party.

"W need to explain to themwhat the party's struggl es and principles
are.

"If they are interested, then they can join us."

Dr Mahathir al so said the suprenme council discovered that sone of the
young peopl e had problens in joining Umo because there were some groups
at the branch | evel bl ocking them

"If that is the case, these people can apply (to becone nenbers)
directly to the Umo headquarters which will handl e these applications
itself."

Asked who the cul prits responsible for bl ocking the applications were,
Dr Mahathir said it was not necessary to name them

He said the supreme council had al so deci ded that menbers of the Puteri
Umo wi ng shoul d be 35 years and bel ow.

Puteri Ummo was proposed to attract young wormen who felt that Wanita
Umo was for the ol der generati on.

"W will decide on how the noverent's framework should be at a | ater

stage."
The Umo president also said the party | eadership had received reports
that nore than 700, 000 voters were missing fromthe electoral roll. "W

are trying to figure out how these nanmes went m ssing,"” he said.
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