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Dr Merican: Lighter of |anps

Shorup Mukherj ee
| WOULD like to pay tribute to afriend and a public figure. H' s death on
July 1 extingui shed a powerful beacon in Kel antan

Dat uk Dr Ahnmad Ezanee Merican had al ways been a guiding |light for people
indistress, injecting themw th hope and even di ppi ng i nto his personal
coffers to steady their rocking boats.

Who i n Kel antan has not heard of Dr Merican? There is even a road in
Kota Baru cal | ed Jal an Merican. He was nore than a man - he was an
institution; he was a prom nent | andmark i n Kota Baru; he was the nopst
remarkable man | had ever nmet inny life.

Qur cl ose associ ation goes back to 1963 and | amtherefore able to
descri be, with sonme accuracy and objectivity, the greatness of a man whom
| had al ways regarded as an el der brother.

Dr Merican had an incredible sense of righteousness, even to the extent
of quarrelling with other close friends and nme over what he t hought was
fair and just.

He was able, effortlessly, to insulate his thoughts fromhis sentinents,
even when it invol ved peopl e who had done hi minjustice and those he |iked
| ess or even disliked, and arrive at a nost unbi ased opi ni on, thus
teaching us what inpartiality is.

He woul d have nmade an excell ent Hi gh Court judge.

Al t hough financially he was wel |l of f, having been for nmany years the
| eadi ng general practitioner in Kota Baru, as well as the royal physician
he did not enjoy a life of good health.

The "slings and arrows of outrageous fortune" time and again hit him He
was attacked by cancer in his early life, but aside fromthe treatnent,
his will and determ nati on conbi ned with the encouragenent of his devoted
wi fe, Jeanne, saw himthrough that crisis.

However, several years later, the effect of the treatnment began to take
atoll on him He was beginning to | ose his eyesight. For about 12 1/2
years, he was obliged to use a special lens, not unlike that of a
genol ogi st, to read docunents or even the | arge print of the newspapers.

One of his great pleasures had been readi ng, and when this handi cap
robbed hi mof that delight, he resorted to using "tal ki ng books" to add to
his already incredibly highliterary attai nnent.

Al't hough Dr Merican was a very busy doctor of medicine, there were not
many peopl e who coul d measure up to his imense literary attai nnent. He
could talk intelligently on al nbst any topi c. How many of us can dream of
such an achi evenent ?

Then, gradual ly, he becane blind. But he sol diered on wi th uncanny
cheerful ness and i ncredi bl e determi nati on. He even continued attending
Rotary Cl ub neetings regularly and, despite his physical condition, was
certainly not a passive nmenber.

On top of that, he had figured out a uni que way of renenbering tel ephone
nunbers and addresses of close friends and acquai ntances so that he woul d
not have to depend on soneone el se to contact them Dr Merican hated
havi ng to depend on ot hers for anything.

One of the nost renarkabl e things during his period of total blindness
was when a close friend of his, another em nent Dat uk of Kota Baru, had
suddenl y been affected by an eye di sease that had reduced his sight to a
very blurred vision and had resulted in his withdrawal fromsociety and
i mrersion in despondency.



Dr Merican began to ring up his friends, yours truly included, to see if
they could cheer himup alittle and get himto attend parti es and neet
friends in order to dilute his despair.

What does this tell us about the capacity of Dr Merican's heart? It was
capaci ous; his concern for others is | egendary. Al through his life,
peopl e had gone to himfor help but he had not turned anyone away.

Sone he had hel ped nore, some he had hel ped | ess, dependi ng on the
urgency of their predi cament, but no one had been sent away w thout some
form of assistance.

During his early period of total blindness, our Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who happened to be in Kota Baru on a political
m ssi on, on hearing about Merican's plight, nade an unschedul ed visit to
hi s house, which stunned t he entire nei ghbourhood, for they had not known
that our Prime Mnister and Dr Merican had been university mates, the
fornmer having been the senior.

It was i ndeed magnani nous of our Prine Mnister, who had such a cramed
schedul e, to have set aside sone tine for a friend. That visit rmust have
i nvi gorated nmy departed friend and gi ven himan i npetus to ride the storm
that was ravagi ng him

Despite his blindness, Dr Merican continued to visit his clinic agai nst
his wi fe's advi ce because he was told that there were pati ents who woul d
rat her be attended by himin that condition than by anyone el se. Such was
their faith in him

It would be appropriate to nention at this juncture that his i nsistence
on continuing to work in spite of his blindness had little to do with
ear ni ng noney.

Dr Merican wanted very much to keep doi ng sonet hi ng useful to keep
hi nsel f continually occupi ed. Besi des, a consi derabl e nunber of his
patients received free treatnent.

As time went by, the "sling and arrow of outrageous fortune" directed at
this great man was at his stomach; cancer had attacked it. The operation
that followed resulted in alarge portion of the stomach having to be
renoved.

Wien he returned to Kota Baru after the operation in Kuala Lunpur,
al t hough he had shrunk a great deal and appeared weak, he was hi s usua
unbel i evabl y cheerful self, al ways nore concerned about others than about
hi msel f and | ooking forward to our periodic get-together dinners at al
sorts of places, sone of themfairly sophisticated joints and others di ngy
and dusty eating houses where the fare was nevert hel ess pal at abl e.

Dr Merican had never ever been a snob. He rubbed shoul ders with the
entire cross-section of society - fromthe hunbl e | abourer to the highest
dignitary.

After some tine, Dr Merican began rapidly to | ose his sense of hearing.
Even high-tech hearing aids ultimately were of little help until a devoted
friend, whomwe called Ah Chiu, attached a mi crophone to his hearing aid
so that he coul d roughly make out what we were trying to say to him That
hel ped a great deal

By this tine, this great man had shrunk to skin and bones, was
physical |y very weak and confined to bed much of the tine. The support of
hi s devoted, stoical w fe, and his wonderful children cannot be descri bed
inwrds, but it was apparent that he was gradual |y si nking despite his
determ nation and i ncredi bl e optinism

He had a steady flow of visitors. O special nention are two: Her Roya
H ghness, the Raj a Perenmpuan of Kel antan, known for her generosity and
concern for her friends and subjects, called on hi mand even had sone of
his favourite di shes sent to him

Anot her visitor who deserves special nmention is Datin Bashi nah, who had



| ost her husband to cancer very recently and was still in a state of
mour ni ng. She was a devoted friend and visited Dr Merican twice daily to
recite Quranic verses through the ni ke to give hi mthat boost to sol dier
on.

Bashi mah wi I, undoubtedly, be blessed for her wonderful gesture of
sel f| essness.

Then Dr Merican had to go to Kual a Lunmpur a day before his schedul ed
trip for followup treatnment as well as to spend sone tinme with his
chil dren.

M wife was in time to see himoff at his house but | was not at hone
and unaware of his untinely departure. Wien | finally received news of his
| eaving, | dashed to the airport but Dr Merican, his wi fe and daughter, Dr
Shahnaz, a neurol ogi st at the Kual a Lunpur Hospital, had al ready gone into
the departure | ounge

It was t hrough the ki ndness of an airport security guard that | was
all oned into the | ounge. Dr Merican did not have the m ke attached to his
hearing aid, so | had to al nost shout what | wanted to tell him It was
basically that | |Ioved hi mvery, very nmuch and wanted hi mback as soon as
possi bl e so that we could continue with our informal get-together dinners
with our nutual friends and get on w th our di scussions at our usua
intellectual |evel.

M racul ously, Dr Merican heard me and responded favourably, | ooking
forward to a reuni on di nner at the Kel antan version of Victoria Station, a
restaurant situated in Wakaf Bharu, al beit | ess el egantly furni shed but
serving appeti si ng cui si ne.

Dr Merican was then physically very weak i ndeed but he refused to sit on
a wheel chair to be wheel ed to t he pl ane whi ch was a consi der abl e di st ance

away.
Such was his determination to be i ndependent despite his shocking

handi cap. He wanted to trudge to the plane hinself. | had to shout into

his ear not to be fool hardy but he | ooked adamant. | was aghast at his

obstinacy, but at that stage, | had to | eave t he departure | ounge as the
security guard had indicated to me that ny time was up

That was the last time | saw ny wonderful friend.

While Dr Merican was in Kuala Lunmpur, his loyal friends in Kota Baru
regul arly contacted hi mby phone to i nquire about his progress. W had
pl anned to gi ve hima very warm"wel cone home" reception upon his return
to the State that he loved not only for its uniqueness but for the throng
of devoted friends that he had here.

However, on July 1 when | rang at 1pm his sister-in-law, Fatimabh,

i nformed me that he had just passed away. The nunbness | felt on hearing
the news is ineffable and the vacuumthat his dem se has brought about can
never be filled.

He was an exceptional person, a person w th unshakeabl e principles, a
per son of unbelievabl e generosity and magnani mity. Throughout his life, he
had hel ped i nnumerabl e peopl e in many different ways and brightened, with
sel fl ess abandon, their gloony |ives.

In conclusion, | would |ike to think of Dr Merican as a lighter of | anps
who went fromone | anp post to another at dusk, lighting the w ck,
bringing forth nuch-needed illum nation, and, on fading away into the
gl oomof twilight and eternity, |eaving an endl ess series of |ighted
| anps.

Such a person as he nust have a very, very special place in the
hereafter.

May God rest his soul
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