18/ 02/ 2000
Dr M Not true | don't mnd contest for No 2 (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad t oday di sm ssed
clainms that he did not wish to see a contest against himas Umo President
but would not mnd a fight for the deputy presidency.

Dr Mahathir said: "I'mextrenely saddened by these clains. It seens that
["mout to protect nyself, and that |'mopen where the post of deputy
president is concerned.

"This is definitely not my intention. It (the no-contest advice) comes
fromthe suprenme council and as a nenber of the suprene council, |I'malso
bound by it.

"The council gives the advice that the posts of president and deputy
president not be contested... this nmeans that the advice al so cones from
me," he told reporters after chairing a three-hour Umo suprene counci
nmeeting at the party headquarters.

Asked if he was aware that a section of the grassroots wanted to see a
contest for the post of deputy president, Dr Mahathir said he was aware of
it.

Gving a historical perspective to this, Dr Mahathir said when he was
appoi nted Deputy Prime Mnister by the |ate Tun Hussein Onn, he renained a
vi ce- president but was accorded treatnment due a deputy president, a
situation not dissimlar to that of Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi .

"When the party elections cane, | was the sole candi date and becane the
deputy president," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conmment on a newspaper report which said
that Kel antan Umnnmo |iaison conmittee chairnman Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
woul d not contest either of the two top posts in the May party el ections.

The Prime M nister said: "W wel come his decision. Tengku Razal ei gh sits
in the suprenme council... and the council was unani nbus when it nmade its
deci sion that the two top posts should not be contested," he said.

The Utusan Ml aysi a today reported that Tengku Razal ei gh, the MP for Qua
Musang, woul d not contest the two posts, adding that runours to the
contrary were spread by irresponsi bl e people.

On Umo's possible entry into Sarawak, Dr Mahathir said the party had no
i ntention of doing so for now.

"Al though we find that there is sone benefit in this, we feel this is
not the right tinme.

"I'f we go into Sarawak, it will only be to strengthen the Barisan
Nasi onal and not to cause disunity anong BN conponents,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said, as such, the suprene council would neither endorse nor
recogni se any branch set up in Sarawak.

Last Saturday, fornmer Parti Pesaka Buni putera Bersatu deputy president
Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha said he was | eading efforts to bring Umo
to Sar awak.

Dr Mahathir said: "W do not recognise his efforts.”

Asked whet her he had i nformed Abang Abu Bakar of the party's decision,
Dr Mahathir said he had witten a letter to the chairman of a rally which
had been pl anned for Feb 27.

"I told himthat we will not recogni se (the branches)... we do not
intend to go to Sarawak and that there should not be any such gathering."

On whether attenpts to bring Umo into Sarawak coul d j eopardi se ties
bet ween t he Federal Governnent and Sarawak, he said it woul d not because
bot h si des enj oyed good rel ati ons.



Dr Mahathir al so denied an Utusan Mal aysia report which appeared | ast
week claimng that Division One civil servants could be active in
politics.

Dr Mahathir said today's neeting al so di scussed ways to strengthen the
party, the on-going canpai gns and branch el ecti ons.

"We are glad that the canpai gning and branch el ections are not so
i ntense," he said.

( END)
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