18 NOV 2000
Umo- React i on ( Speech)
DR M'S TEARFUL PLEA SHOANS HI S DEEP CONCERN FOR UWNO S CREDI BI LI TY

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Ummo secretary-general Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's tearful plea to party nenbers
to reject corruption and noney politics was an open expression of his deep
concern for the credibility of the party and | eaders.

"I'n his speech, he (Dr Mahathir) anal ysed el ements that can stifle
Umo' s progress -- noney politics.

"If any post is won by using noney, he is worried on what will happen
to the credibility of the | eaders and the party," he said when net by
reporters during the norning break of the Umo Special General Assenbly
her e today.

In an enotion-packed openi ng address at the one-day assenbly convened
to anend the party constitution, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president,
cautioned party nenbers that corruption and noney politics could destroy
Umo and asked themto expose those offering bribes.

He said if they cared for their race, Umo nenbers should turn down al
forns of bribery, including offers of overseas trips and to performthe
Unrah, (mnor pilgrinmge to Mecca).

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar agreed that Ummo needed
nmore than the constitutional anendnents -- attitudi nal change anong nenbers
-- to ensure the party renmai ned strong and recei ved t he peopl e's support.

He said anmendnents to the party constitution were nerely the framework
to strengthen Umo but nore inportantly, nmenbers nmust change their attitude
and refrain fromindulging in corrupt practices.

Syed Hanid said the existing constitution was adequate to check
negative elenents in Umo if nenbers strictly abided by the rules and
regul ati ons.

Dr Mahathir's consistent speech since before on Umo's struggl es ought

to be given serious attention by nenbers at all |evels, added Syed Ham d,
who is al so Kota Tinggi division chief.
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