12/ 03/ 2000
Dr M Nothing can be done if advice is ignored

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

LANGKAW , Sat. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said there
is nothing the supreme council could do if divisions did not heed its
no-contest advice for the two top posts in the May party el ections.

Unli ke the days of British rule where advice was tantanount to an order
he said, the suprene council's advice was not a directive.

"Qur advice is not a British advice (then) which nmust be foll owed. If
they (the divisions) do not want to follow, we cannot do anything," he
told reporters at the Langkawi |International Airport before |eaving after
an overnight visit.

The Prime M nister said the suprene council had given the advi ce which

it felt was best for the party.

The suprene council had resolved that Dr Mahathir be retained as party
presi dent and Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi nade deputy president.

He, however, said he was not surprised at the Tanah Merah division's

deci sion to nom nate Kel antan Unmo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah for the
posts of both president and deputy president.

"I amnot surprised about anything," he said.

Asked if he thought the nove would | ead to nore divisions doing the

same, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know ... | don't know "

On whet her the Tanah Merah division's decision would have any effect on
Umo's strength, Dr Mahathir said he did not know.

"W have to see (what happens) after this," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said the party | eadershi p had al ready expl ai ned t hat

the divisions were free to noninate | eaders of their choice and there was
no need to explain further

Tanah Merah divi sion chief Datuk Hashi m Safin Hanmzah had proposed Tengku
Razal ei gh's nanme for the two posts.

On former Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin's clai mthat

there were attenpts to prevent divisions fromnoninating him Dr Mbhathir
sai d he hoped they were not true.

On Muhyi ddi n' s suggestion that the party reviewits constitution to
address this problem he said that could be proposed to the party.
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