21/ 05/ 2000

Dr M Devel opnent of |anguage |linked to progress of Ml ays

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The devel opnent of the Mal ay | anguage i s dependent on
the progress of the Malays, Prine M nster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad
sai d.

He said a | anguage woul d not be highly regarded if the society of its
nati ve speakers was neither progressive nor respected by others.

"Likewise, if the race is progressive ... capable in many fields, then
many people will learn the | anguage to gain know edge fromthe users of
t he | anguage

"As such, the devel opnent of the race is very inportant.

"We cannot dermand the devel opment of the Mal ay | anguage wi t hout the
devel oprent of the Malays," said Dr Mahathir at the Mal am Sanj ungan Bud
di nner held by Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a tonight.

The function was held to commrenorate UKM s 30t h anni versary. Al so
present were UKM Chancel | or the Yang Di - Pertuan Besar Negri Senbil an
Tuanku Ja' af ar Tuanku Abdul Rahman and t he Tuanku Anpuan Tuanku Naj i hah,
vi ce-chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Anuwar Ali and pro-chancellor Tan Sri
Abdul I ah Mohd Sal | eh.

Dr Mahathir said UKMs role in propagati ng Bahasa Mal aysia through its
use as a medi umof instruction was undeni abl e.

He said by producing nore than 70,000 graduates in all fields since its
i nception, UKM had hel ped to i ncrease the usage of Bahasa Mal aysia in
soci ety by professionals.

Dr Mahathir also said it was inportant for the Malays to strive not only
for success in the acquisition and mastery of know edge and in trade, "but
as brave people in facing chall enges and overcom ng obstacl es”.

As an exanple, he cited the acconplishnents of mariner Datuk Azhar
Mansor who becane the first Ml aysian to sail solo around the world early
| ast year.

Dr Mahathir said he hoped that in comenorating UKMs 30th anniversary,
Mal aysi ans woul d al so refl ect on the past when opportunities to further
one's studies at tertiary | evel were scarce.

"At one tine, getting the opportunity to study in university was
considered a privilege, so if we can re-create this spirit of considering
t he opportunity a uni queness, then all our efforts to bring devel opnent to
the people will achieve success.”

At the sane function, Dr Mahathir later |aunched a book titled Gtra
Cener |l ang 30 Tahun UKM
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