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Dr M It's proof views are heard

Razak; Fazl eena Aziz

UMNO s readi ness to anend the party's constitutionis proof that it is
receptive to views fromall nmenmbers irrespective of their positions, party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d.

"Menbers were given as nuch chance to provi de feedback and even up to
the last mnute, we still accepted their views. CGenerally, the basis of
t he anendnents was accepted by all.”

The Prinme M nister also said that each deci sion on the proposed
amendment s was agreed to overwhelmngly. Citing an exanple, he said there
was a smal |l group which was agai nst the formati on of Puteri Umo.

However, after a debate on the matter, the proposal on Puteri Umo,
ained at attracting young wonen to the party, received support fromthe
maj ority of the 2,023 del egat es.

Dr Mahathir al so drew | aughter fromreporters when he said: "There were
di fferences of opinion, but each proposal was agreed to with an
overwhelmng majority - unlike the US presidential race."

Dr Mahathir said this at a Press conference at the end of the one-day
speci al assenbly to anend Umo's constitution.

Asked what nessage he i ntended to give Mal aysi ans with the speci al
meeting considering that it was hel d about six nonths after the party's
general assenbly, he said: "Umo is very open and is open to al
i ndi genous peopl e and Mal ays. "

"We are al so not extremi st in any way and our objectives are consi stent
with the needs of a nulti-racial population.”

He reiterated that Umo wanted nore young peopl e, both men and wonen, to
join the party so that the people could better understand the party's
obj ecti ves.

"No branch can reject any applicationto join the party. However, the
branch can advi se the suprene council to check the background of each
potential menber because we do not want anybody that is not suitable for
the party.”

Asked why t he debate was hel d behi nd cl osed doors, Dr Mahathir said this
was because it involved the party's internal probl ens.

On the decision not to table a proposal to extend the supreme council's
tenure fromthree to five years, he said the del egates agreed that the
council coul d postpone it up to 18 nonths if party polls were closeto a
general el ection.

"Del egates al so t ook a noderate stance on this because if there were
changes in the Umo | eadership, it could have an adverse i npact on the
out comre of a general election.”

Asked i f he was di sappoi nted that the tenure was not extended, he said:

"I should not be ... it is not going to affect ne."
On his repeated calls for nenbers to reject nobney politics and
corruption, he said: "Crines are still commtted even with | aws that

provide for the convicted to be hanged. Qur punishnent is very mnimal -
at the very nmost they will be expelled, not hanged."
( END)
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