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Dr M Ml aysi ans should reflect on challenges of the new nill ennium

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - While Hari Raya Aidilfitri can be cel ebrated
joyously, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said tonight Ml aysians shoul d
reflect on the challenges of the new m |l ennium

These include Western-propagated ideals and attenpts to corrupt the
culture and val ues of the people.

In his Aidilfitri nessage aired over Radi o Tel evision Ml aysia, the
Prime Mnister said whether the effects of the ideals were detrinental
depended on the ability of Ml aysians to understand and deal w th things
thrown in their paths.

"Al'though we have the right to celebrate, we should not be over-
exuberant. Qur happi ness should be noderate, it is a happiness at having
been able to conplete our religious obligations in the fasting nonth," he
sai d.

The happi ness should cultivate repentance and responsibility towards the
society. He warned if it was not on guard, the new m | ennium coul d spel
great disaster to the country.

Hari Raya this year, said Dr Mahathir, was nore neani ngful as the
country's econony had recovered and t he dangers posed by foreign
specul ators had been curtail ed.

The people no longer felt the pressure of not being able to buy inported
items; civil servants were enjoying a better tinme with bonus paynments and
sal ary increases; and businesses, either big or small, had posted profits
whi | e shoppi ng conpl exes were filled with shoppers.

He expressed concern with the serious inplications to the country if the
peopl e were not grateful and were taught not to be thankful for what they
had recei ved.

"There are parties who, purposely and for specific interests, are
spreadi ng beliefs contrary to Islanic teachings. W know that we shoul d be
t hankful for things we enjoyed and we should be grateful not only to God
but also to those who nade this possible.

"But now the people are being taught to be grateful only to God and not
to those who provided the bl essings because ostensibly, they are entitled
to these which woul d have been gi ven by ot hers anyway."

The Prime M nister said the change in the neaning of gratitude would
have serious inplications.

"If we are not appreciative and grateful to those who give us sonet hing,
then surely no one will want to give us anything."

Saying that today the Muslins in Ml aysia were disunited and weak, Dr
Mahat hir warned that if they were not grateful to their benefactors, there
woul d be no nmutual hel p anong the community.

"Each one will tend to mind his own business even during energencies.
Then, surely our Muslimconmunity will disintegrate because each one will
save his own skin although the attack is on the whole comunity."

Touchi ng on the spreading of ideals, ideologies and val ues |ike
gl obal i sati on, denpcracy and absolute freedom Dr Mahathir felt the
dangers were real because of the control by the Wst over the print and
el ectroni c nmedi a.

"Faced with an onslaught fromthis machinery, and if we are weak, we
will not be able to defend and protect our culture and values. |f our
resilience is defeated and we begin to enbrace part or the whole of their
culture and lifestyle, this neans that part of our freedom has been



er oded. "

Touchi ng on the concept of freedom advocated by the West, the Prine
M ni ster said fromsonething related to gai ning i ndependence, it had now
been expanded to stress all aspects of life.

"I't now concerns lifting whatever barriers or restrictions are inposed.
Peopl e must be allowed to do anything that they like according to their
heart and desire."

The sane brand of freedom was bei ng advocated regardi ng tenptations, he
said, citing as an exanpl e the opinion of a market specul ator |van Boesky,
who advocated that "greed is great”.

"We know greedy peopl e are hei nous people as they do not have any regard
for the effects of their action on others.

"If everyone in a society is greedy, surely it would be a troubl ed
soci ety as everyone would grab things for their owmn. Wth this,

di sturbances and riots would occur all the time ... there would not be
peace and safety," he said, adding that the attacks by currency
specul ators on East Asia was an exanpl e of people's greed.

Dr Mahathir said there were nany ot her exanpl es of excessiveness brought
about by the advocation of absolute freedom

"In the West, you can go naked if this is what you want. Therefore, nany
have gone naked as proof of their rights and freedom"

He said the fanmily and nmarriage institutions were al so regarded as
restricting the freedomof tenptations and desires, thus |iving out of
wedl ock was accepted as a normin the Wst.

"But living together with a certain partner does not reflect conplete
freedom so one is free to choose with whomthey want to spend the night
wi th. Those who subscribe to freedom nust not be jeal ous or angry as
conmtment to this nust be total."

Dr Mahathir said one would say that the Islamc society in Mlaysia
woul d not accept excessiveness |ike honpsexuality but he cautioned that
some m ght be influenced owi ng to propoganda by the West.

Whi | e Mal aysi ans celebrated Aidilfitri in peace and safety, Dr Mahathir
added that they should not forget the sacrifices of the arny, police, Fire
and Rescue Departnent and other rel ated agenci es which had made this
possi bl e.

( END)
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